Culinary Students Prepare for a Crowd and for a Good Cause
Each semester the Culinary Arts students prepare a plan, prepare, and serve a meal at the local homeless shelter, The Union Mission.  Generally, the preparation number is around 50-75 people.

However, this semester the student’s preparation number went up substantially when Judy Eli, Outsider Services Coordinator for Extreme Makeover Home Edition, called.  “We received the call about ten days ago,” said Chef Brian Floyd, Coordinator Culinary Arts/Pastry & Baking Arts.  “We were contacted by Judy to prepare a meal for about 250 volunteers and crew for Extreme Makeover Home Edition.”
Menu planning and ordering the food took place in next few days to follow.  Students in both the morning and afternoon FOSM 2203 Principles of Food Selection and Preparation lab worked on various parts of the meal.  Additional student volunteers signed up to help with the project as well.

“We didn’t want to cancel our trip to the Mission, so we bumped up our prep totals, and ultimately prepared for 300” said Floyd.  First year students Kristina Baker, Zach Rehboltz, and Devin Young took food to the Mission and served at both the 4:30pm and 5pm meals then met the rest of the students at the Extreme Makeover Home Edition volunteer check point in Belview. 
“The Mission was a nice experience because we got to get out our own kitchen.  It made me think that school is hard, but the individuals there have life much more difficult than I do.  It felt good to do something for someone else,” said Zach Rehboltz, first year Culinary Arts student.  Devin Young, first year Pastry & Baking Arts student, characterized her experience like this, “The Union Mission made me feel better helping people that had nothing.  The people that were volunteers at the Extreme Makeover Home Edition site had donations from the entire community.  I felt we made a bigger impact at the Mission.”
Both meals went well.  Chicken Alfredo with Penne Pasta, Mixed Vegetables, Salad, Rolls, Bread Pudding, and Pumpkin Rolls were served at both locations.  The event was covered locally by both WBOY and WDTV television stations, and no unfortunately, no one got to see Ty.

