The Honors Seminar
Personal Profile

 Please reflect on your experience of choosing or attending college.  Develop an online profile that answers the following questions:

 Name – Shane Belcher

Hometown – Charleston, WV

 High School – South Charleston high School

 In three or four sentences, describe the reasons you chose to attend Fairmont State? 


I decided to attend Fairmont State because of the amazing atmosphere, how enthusiastic the Fine Arts program is, and how dedicated the teachers are. The campus is beautiful and everything is very convenient. The students here are all rather kind and accepting of new people. Basically, Fairmont just seemed like the complete package of everything I was looking for.

 What has most surprised you since you arrived at Fairmont State?  Why?

The kindness and attitudes of my peers has surprised me. I expected most of the older students to be a bit more against first years, but all of them have been very helpful and nice.
In three or four sentences, tell about your experience so far in the Honors Program?

The honors program seems to be very tight knit. After entering the program, I immediately felt that these people would eventually become like family to me. Dr. Baker is very nice and helpful and does a great job in welcoming new students. I look forward to see where the Honors Program will take me in the future.
Do you notice any differences between your Honors courses so far and your high school courses?

Most of my Honors courses, and all of my college courses period, just seem a lot more focused than high school. It doesn’t feel like I’m being taught just because it is what the state has said this is what is to be taught. The teachers care about what they’re teaching us, and it makes me care a lot more about school.
What advice would you give to a high school senior who is beginning the process of choosing a college?

Don’t choose a college because it’s where your friends are going to. As horrible as it sounds, college is the one time you can’t afford to think of others. You have to choose a concentration based on what you want to learn about and how you want your life to proceed. Don’t count out a school based on what you hear, research it, ask the students, and then just prepare. College is a completely different adventure than high school, but so far, it’s proved to be the best change I’ve ever made.
