My name is Sarah Casey, and I live in Jane Lew, WV.  I attended and graduated from Lewis County High School in Weston, WV in 2007. 

I chose to attend Fairmont State because it provided me with the opportunity to pursue my passion. It did this in two ways: first, having the main campus, the Lewis County campus, and the Gaston Caperton Center within a short distance of home gave me the ability to continue to pursue my passion at my job and take classes when it was convenient for me. Second, Fairmont State helped me pursue my passion by offering the major that was perfect for me. 

When I arrived at Fairmont State, I was most surprised by the overall friendliness and support of the instructors.  All of them really do want to see you succeed and become a self-sufficient person who is capable of critical thinking.  I was surprised to learn this because I had pictured Fairmont State as a place where you were completely on your own, without any help from others.  Fairmont State really is a community. 

I haven’t noticed any differences so far between my Honors courses and my high school courses, but we have only just begun the semester.  I feel that many of my courses in high school have prepared me for college courses and life after college. 

My advice for a high school senior who is beginning the process of choosing a college is to select a college that has the major you want. Don’t settle on a major just because you want to attend a specific college. Also, if you are planning to live on campus, don’t select a college that is too far from home.  A homesick student will usually not perform well in classes. 

