Name- Ross Martin Knowles

Hometown- Chapmanville, West Virginia

High School- Saint Andrew’s Sewanee School

Why I chose Fairmont State- 

At the time of my graduation from high school I thought I wanted to be an airline pilot; however, as experiences of life mounted, my interests changed and I found myself drawn to small airplanes.  I decided flying in the Alaskan bush might be the job for me, but most of the pilots up there are mechanics.  My search for an aviation maintenance degree led me to this wonderful institution.

My surprises while here at Fairmont State-


After transferring from a huge intuition, I was first impressed with the relatively small class size and the availability of contact with the professors.  I was comforted by the fact that both the faculty and staff in my degree program quickly recognized me. Most importantly, I have been impressed at the quality of the professors we have in the wide range of degree programs offered.  I have taken classes of almost all genres here and have had a surprisingly low number of classes which were sub-standard.

Honors Courses vs High School Course-

The honors classes which I been privileged to take so far have been of the same caliber as my high school classes at Saint Andrew’s.  This is exceptional as I felt the first two years of my college experience, while at a different university, were not challenging enough to be interesting for me at that time.  

Advice to those who follow-

As Joseph Campbell said, “Follow your bliss”.  Go into a degree field that both interests you and where you can grow as a human being.  Join organizations and help others when able.  Be open to new experiences, both good and bad, and enjoy the time you have in all aspects of college life.

