My name is Michael Frush. I’m currently a freshman attending Fairmont State University majoring in architecture. I’m staying in a residence hall while studying at FSU. I had to move from my hometown in Falling Waters, West Virginia to attend college. I went to high school at Hedgesville High where I was enrolled in honors and advanced placement courses. 
I decided to attend Fairmont State University for a few reasons. One reason was that it was the only school in West Virginia that offered architecture, which was my proposed major since I was a junior in high school. I also loved FSU’s campus when I visited the college my senior year. 
I’ve found a few things surprising since attending Fairmont State. Firstly, it’s surprising to see so many older adults studying in college as well as young adults. Secondly, it’s surprising to see how kind people are on a college campus. Nearly everyone is polite and nice. Also, it’s surprising to see how the faculty builds a strong relationship with the students, which makes you as a student feel more at home.
I haven’t had too many experiences in honors thus far, but I’ve had a few. One experience is I was appointed a mentor to help me through college. I met him while I acquired my books from the bookstore. It’s a great feeling to know you have someone there to help you when you have any questions about the campus or questions about life in general. I’m sure I’ll have many other pleasant experiences as I continue through the honors program. 
The honors classes in college are sometimes different than high school classes, but they can be extremely similar as well. One difference I’ve noticed is that there is a more in-depth questioning on topics, which is not normally discussed in high school courses. A similarity is that the same students are generally in most of the classes, just as they were in high school. Honors courses in college are similar to advanced placement courses in high school. 
I have some advice for seniors in high school currently deciding on where to attend college. One thing is to keep your options open, research a number of schools you’re interested in, and visit each of them to see the campus and meet with faculty. Pick a school that has a great campus, faculty, and academics. I also have some advice for those student-athletes in college deciding whether to pursue their sport in college. Do not select a college because they are recruiting you or have a good sports team, select a college for their academics. The type of academics of a school should be the major deciding factor of which school to attend.
