LANCE HUTSON
I am a native of Mannington, West Virginia which is a geographic anomaly. This town is located exactly a half-hour from any town that can take you somewhere. For instance, it is a half-hour from Mannington to Fairmont, Shinnston, Hundred, and Lumberport. I went to North Marion High School and graduated from there with highest honors. I took two advanced placement courses in English there and also took the biology college course that Fairmont State had given us. 
There are a few reasons that I chose to attend Fairmont State University. The major reason was that it was local because I didn’t want to attend an expensive college far away to learn the same thing that I could learn here at Fairmont State. It wasn’t a logical idea. Another reason was because Fairmont was the only school that I had applied for and I was satisfied with this school over the others. Cost was a reason too. By going to some “major college” somewhere else, I had a lot of other costs that I would have to worry about while dealing with my school work. I have a job after school hours but I don’t have to worry about buying my food, gas, or paying bills. 
When I got here, I was actually caught completely off guard. I honestly believe that college is way better than high school! Fairmont surprised me with its relaxed atmosphere and quiet like setting. The campus is peaceful and kids conduct themselves, by what I’ve seen, in a more adult-like manner. It’s nice. I can sit in the computer library and not worry about being bothered by someone and can truly focus on my homework. I was also surprised by the organization of things. Classes aren’t chaotic. People aren’t shouting out and disrupting class. Some probably wouldn’t see this when looking at the school but I do because my high school was filled with kids who didn’t take their schooling seriously and they constantly disrupted class and even in some classes, prohibited me from learning things that I really needed to know. 
The honors program is nice. I am in classes that are smaller and filled with students who are dedicated to their work. I like to learn and it irritates me when someone is chatting with their buddy while a teacher is talking. It’s aggravating! I am paying lots of money for this education and what I learn and how I apply it will determine where I’ll be when I am thirty years old. I have a right to be mad when someone is disrupting class. I am looking forward for the Washington, D.C. trip and I also can’t wait for the symphony. The biggest thing with the honor’s program is the fact that everyone in it takes their work seriously and earned their right to be in it. When something is earned it is more fulfilling and taken care of opposed to something just given to you for no reason. 
There is a big difference between the honor classes here than at my high school. To be a part of the honor’s program here at Fairmont State, there are certain requirements that must be met as opposed to my school where whoever wanted to be in it, could. Because of this, there were kids who didn’t take class seriously and were disruptive time and time again. Also, there was no challenge in my classes like there is here. I believe in a good challenge but at my school the only difference between the honors classes and the regular classes was the name. That is irritating. 
If I could give any advice to a high school senior who is looking to expand their knowledge in a serious class setting, the honors program is the way to go. The students who fill these classes are students who have worked hard in their classes and appreciate what they’re learning. This is a program that anyone who is serious about learning and getting the best education possible should join this program. There are all kinds of special activities to be involved in and it looks good on a job application. Honestly, seniors, the decisions you make today will decide where you are when you are thirty years old. You probably don’t want the thirty year old to be mad at the eighteen year old because the eighteen year took the easy way out. I encourage whoever can to join the honors program if they can.
