The Honors Seminar
Personal Profile
My name is Jay Cooke.  I was raised in Saint Albans, West Virginia.  I spent all four years at Saint Albans High School, graduating 5th in my class with High Honors.  I chose Fairmont State because of the welcoming atmosphere, the Honors Program eligibility, the proximity from home, and also the ability for me to play a collegiate sport – tennis.
Since arriving at Fairmont State, the amount of people that smoke cigarettes has surprised me the most.  It seems as though you can find someone lingering outside every building almost any time of the day!  Thankfully, smoking is not allowed inside any buildings which is nice, but I only notice this because I am allergic to cigarette smoke.

Thus far, the honors program has been wonderful.  All the returning members are excited to have us and to help us in any way possible to make sure that our college experience is the safest and most comfortable that it can be.  I don’t know if I’ve ever been a part of an organization that has felt so inviting, helpful, and courteous.
The honors courses I’m in so far do seem different than my high school regular and honors courses.  I feel like my honors courses are smaller classes which give me a closer relationship to my professor and the ability to learn more because I’m in an atmosphere of students who also really want to learn.
For any high school senior that is beginning his or her college search, you may have started too late.  I started in the middle of my junior year to make sure I found the right school for me.  I used the college search engine at www.collegeboard.com to comprise a list of schools that fit my stipulations and immediately started weeding out schools from the start.  After that I visited almost every other school on my list – some three and four times, just to make sure that I was making the correct choice.  If you have just made a list at the beginning of your senior year and you already have ACT scores, then apply.  Many academic scholarships are given on a first-come first-serve basis and sometimes October or November is already too late.  Talk to people on campus while you visit and keep a good relationship with you high school guidance counselor to help you make the best decisions.
