My name is Brandon Hall, and I’m from Diana, WV in beautiful Webster County. I completed four years of secondary studies at Webster County High School. While going through college I had my heart dead set on attending West Virginia University. During the summer before my senior year, however, I attended a class in Morgantown on the WVU campus and as I drew near to finishing high school I started to dislike the size and complexity of the school. With that in mind I started to also look into associate degree programs instead of bachelors and which schools offered the best plan of study for my interest at the time: engineering. A coach of mine recommended Fairmont State to a number of my peers and I and we all checked into it, liked what we saw, and filled our applications almost right away.


The one thing that has shocked me the most about FSU is the overall size of the campus. Coming from a small area myself, I always imagined a college or university campus to be big in size somewhat, and again being from that small area I was a little worried about how to cope and adjust with the big college life after taking the class in Morgantown. Fairmont is just the opposite of what I expected, however. It too, like my hometown, is set back in the mountains of West Virginia and is more rural than urban so my fears have pretty much completely vanished. 


The Honors program here at FSU is an amazing thing in my personal opinion. The other members are very welcoming and laid back and bring a little something from about every walk of life. The Honors Seminar you take your first year in the program is a good learning experience. It pushes you to think outside of the back and think for yourself. At the same time, it also teaches you to listen to the opinions of others around you. It is this method of learning that separates Honors from the high school experience. In high school, you don’t really have much of an opportunity to draw upon the knowledge and experience of others to fully grasp a concept or an idea to the fullest. What the Honors Seminar does is it lets you blast off from the confines of thinking like any other person in the world and allows you to think for yourself.


High school seniors, while you are in this time of great undertaking to successfully locate a campus I recommend these things to you. First, find someplace that has the area of study that you want to pursue. Second, if possible schedule a visit to the campus to see if the area and surrounding area are going to places that you will be able to enjoy and won’t feel like a fish out of water in. Finally, don’t get too nervous about the choosing process because nobody said it would be easy, but when you make that right choice that will be the start to the best years of your life.
