
Student Responses 
 
Question 1:  What would be your expectations from Fairmont State as a partner 
with the community? 
 

1. I would expect them to reach further into the rural communities such as Tucker 
County. 

2. My expectations of Fairmont State as a partner with the community is just to stay 
open to the needs of the community, and I feel like it already has to certain 
degree.  It would be great if it could host workshops and just allow community 
members to use its facilities. 

3. To give back to the community as the community gives to Fairmont State. 
4. Simply, to be more active.  It is not enough to offer free computers to local school 

children or free internet access.  Some families are unable to pay rent and buy 
adequate amounts of food.  We, at Fairmont State, need to look more to the 
everyday life of our community than the technical issues. 

5. In my opinion, Fairmont State should add more programs that offer jobs that 
employ students and local area citizens.  If Fairmont State could create programs 
that offer student internships with local/state area agencies and businesses.  These 
agencies would gain possible future recruits, students would gain valuable OJT 
(on-the-job) experience, possible credit, money (in paid internships), and 
employment contacts.  Thus, Fairmont state would be fulfilling its pledge to 
“partner” with the community.  We can employ local area people to “assist” in 
abtaining these contacts/internships, thus employing some local area people.  As 
an out-of-state student new to FSU, I believe that the coordinated approach of 
educational classes and “in the field” work is beneficial to the community and 
students over time.  As these benefits become realized, Fairmont state would 
undoubtably receive more recognition (more students=more money) and influence 
(community pull and state pull) that can be exploited to further it’s “needs.” 

6. To seek the aid of others in our region; to strengthen commradrie and inhance the 
desire for excellence in education in our youth. 

7. I would expect Fairmont State to participate in a variety of community events. 
8. community workshops. 
9. More ties that involve students gaining knowledge through the community and 

work experience. 
10. To act as good stewards in community endeavors in education, economic and 

cultural growth. 
11. become a venue for serious events, music or sports, give fairmont a valid reason 

to take pride in our school. 
12. I am from southern WV and I don’t know much about the community or what 

Fairmont State does for it. 
13. I think that Fairmont State is involved with the community in several ways and 

that they should just keep up the same work with the community as they have in 
the past. 



14. I would expect for the college to become more involved with the community, 
such as allowing the community to use the facilities and the local school to hold 
and allow their students to use the facitlies in educational projects. 

15. I would expect Fairmont State to have a voice and vision for improving the 
community. 

16. I expect Fairmnont State College to have a strong partnership with the city of 
Fairmont and sur rounding areas. 

17. I would like to see Fairmont State participate in more community service projects.  
There are many children in the community who need positive role models in their 
life. 

18. Enrich the community with culture.  Open up jobs for the community, keep the 
jobs in West Virginia.  Donate unwanted or needed equipment and supplies to the 
high schools in WV. 

19. To provide educational resources that fit the needs of the community.  Majors 
based on type of employment available in the area. 

20. I think they do a good job being a partner in the community.  Whether it is having 
kids day at sporting events, having kids tour the school, community service 
projects, or just being a force and doing things out in the community.   

21. To continue its interaction with the community, such as Town and Gown and the 
Folklife Center’s work, and to promote student interaction with the community 
with internships, community service, and festivals. 

22. For them to assist in community activities and such things. 
23. make better jobs. 
24. For the college to be more involved in volunteer work. 
25. I would expect Fairmont State to help younger youths, troubled teens, and high 

school students to be introduced to college life, art, the different programs, and for 
people in the community to be open to certain activities at the college. 

26. To provide those individuals in the community with the financial resources to 
attend the college. 

27. Fairmont State should be a partner with the community in a sense that the 
community feels proud of what Fairmont State has accomplished as well as its 
students, and the general public should want to attend athletic events. 

28. I think that my expectations for fairmont state as a partner with the community is 
to teach our kids to their best to their ability. 

29. To help me in any way they can. 
30. I FEEL THAT PEOPLE LIKE MYSELF THAT ARE GOING DEAF WOULD 

LIKE FAIRMONT STATE TO PROVIDE SPEAKERS FOR SOMEONE LIKE 
MYSELF THAT SOMETIMES FEELS SCARED BECAUSE I’VE LIVED IN A 
HEARING WORLD ALL MY LIFE AND SEEM TO HAVE A HARD TIME 
ACCEPTING THAT I’M GOING DEAF AND WOULD LIKE SOMEONE TO 
TALK TO ME AND HELP ME UNDERSTAND WHAT IT IS LIKE IN THE 
DEAF WORLD.  MAYBE THEY CAN HAVE SOMEONE ELSE THAT WAS 
HARD HEARING THAT WENT DEAF TALK TO ME ABOUT IT. 

31. I think you’re doing just fine.  With the recreational facilities open for the 
students it keeps them on the right path to bettering society in their own ways. 

32. I am not from fairmont, nor do I live in fairmont. 



33. For the students to be more involved with the community, and showing the people 
what they’re learning in their courses. 

34. To make the community aware of all the new programs and activities occuring at 
Fairmont State.  For instance, a little history about the building the Folk Life 
center will be occupying and what is available to the community there. 

35. Just to always give the best support that is available.  I also would expect for the 
evening and weekend classes to continue for the non-traditional students that 
work. 

36. To attempt to clean up and lessen the crime rate in the community in any way 
they can.  To put forth positive role models to the younger community members.   

37. If Fairmont State continues growing it would help the students if there was more 
parking available. 

38. I believe it should be a requirement for all students to take a community service 
learning course.  This would keep students active in the community and they 
would have the opportunity to learn valuable real life lessons. 

39. historic preservation of local buildings. 
40. To provide many events that would benefit everyone such as food and clothing 

drives, fundraisers for the needy, any type of event that would bring the 
community together. 

41. The University should host more cultural activities that are open to students and 
public.  These activities should not be restricted by the seasons, but should be all 
year around.  It would be wonderful to have a fair once a year to welcome the 
students back to school.  The fair would consists of all kinds of activities that the 
community could be envolved in supporting. 

42. To educate the community in collaboration with the local employment agency 
about grants and low interest loans that are available to people who are 
undereducated, or are in need of further education in their field enabling them 
become contributors to the community. 

43. transportation for students without a car and daycare in the Clarksburg building 
for parents with young children. 

44. I believe that Fairmont State should work directly with the community and be part 
of the community by providing ways for the community to use their campus.  In 
programs such as summer swimming classes, summer theaters, etc.   

45. more classes. 
46. To look at the current market needs and gear educational opportunities toward 

that end. 
47. Support of local schools, open library access, tutoring for public school students. 
48. Fairmont State should donate to organizations within the community.  Put 

together a club to donate their time to help the community—picking up trash, help 
with the homeless shelter, etc. 

49. I don’t know. 
50. One thing that would be more helpful to my is to have more classes offered in 

Preston County, more of a variety would be good.  English, Math, Sciences are 
offered, what more nursing classes. 

51. I would expect Fairmont State to involve the community more, by further 
advertising what Fairmont State has to offer. 



52. I THINK THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE MORE DEGREES THAT WILLL BE 
NEEDED IN THIS AREA. 

53. To provide community access to special events, library and computer services, 
and various educational opportunities (classes, workshops, and other programs 
that encourage productive citizenship and life- long learning). 

54. I would expect FSC&TC and FSU to play active roles in the recruitment and 
education of young students (precollege).  I would expect them to support local 
events and small businesses. 

55. Fairmont State should encourage all organizations to reach out to the community 
whenever possible. The new advertising is a good adjustment but there is one 
advertisement that I would request be changed.  I work at the Meadowbrook Mall 
and have noticed an ad for FSU located on the billboard next to Target and Old 
Navy.  I do not believe this area is the busiest and maybe the marketing 
department should consider placing the ad closer to the Food Court where more 
people walk by everyday. 

56. FSU including the Caperton Center should be involved in the youth of the 
community.  The Caperton Center should help high school students, middle and 
grade school students as well to be aware that the center is there and willing to 
help them with their futures. 

57. it would be good as long as they kept up the work. 
58. To do just that “partner” with the community.  To be involved in the community 

and allow the community to be involved in the school.  Establish more of a 
College community for all! 

59. Everyone talking good on FSU, you hear of people saying WVU is great but 
when talking to fairmont residents they say FSU is getting there….somehow 
change the perception of what people thing of FSU..so its very positive. 

60. I’d like to see Fairmont State get more involved in rural areas around the college. 
61. I would expect the community to have more access to the great things the 

university has to offer, such as the Falcon Center and plays. 
62. As a partner with the community, I would expect Fairmont State to implement 

programs in the community with regards to the youth, environment, etc.  I would 
expect for this to occur in both Fairmont and Clarksburg. 

63. I never hear about any comminuty involvement from FSU. 
64. Provide adequate learning opportunities in a vast range of field for a moderate fee. 
65. To provide the community with productive students who are able to help with 

individuals and companies who need it. 
66. I feel that Fairmont State should take part in community service.  It would look 

good for the institution. 
67. To be an influential leader in education. 
68. I believe FSU needs to accept that FSU is serving not only Marion County. 
69. I would expect representatives (students from different areas of study at FSU) to 

be involved in the encouragement of local youth to pursue college degrees.  I 
believe it to be necessary to inform students of the fields of study at Fairmont 
State. 

70. I have no idea what FMSU already does with or for the community. 



71. I would expect them to make it easier for students who do not have a lot of money 
to attend college by making tuition and supplies less expensive.  This is my fourth 
year at Fairmont State and each year costs have increased dramatically. 

72. To bring more business into the Fairmont community as well as matching the 
Fairmont State graduates in much need roles in Fairmont. 

73. more involvement 
74. To provide well trained workers and strong bonds for the community. 
75. To provide every student with a good education.  Beyond this, provide students 

with a safe campus, while trying to better Fairmont as a whole. 
76. to provide a descent education to all it’s students, be actively involved in 

community outreach programs (food drives, upward bound, homeless shelters, 
Alcoholics Anonymous, etc.) 

77. Have more involvement or avenues for helping launch the students careers in the 
prof world. 

78. To cater to non-traditional students and minority students. 
79. To bring in more community members to see the students, and have the students 

more involved with the community. 
80. Youth awareness programs, career and health fair, campus tours, and scholarships 

and financial aid to college-bound to Fairmont. 
81. no opinion 
82. To help support organizations and the community.  As well as give out 

scholarships to students who are attending Fairmont State and came from the 
community.   

83. Nothing. 
84. To provide educational opportunities to individuals in the area. 
85. support local groups and activities in any way possible, give local venders priority 

over major companies for supplies ex. Food tools paint…. 
86. to provide education for employment or to further education to advance 

employment options. 
87. Classes that will prepare persons for jobs in the community.  This will allow 

training and working in the same area. 
88. I would expect the university to participate in community activities and volunteer 

programs (as I know our community service program promotes). 
89. Fairmont State should elevate the standard of living for this community, and 

provide excellent education. 
90. doing activities that would have something to do with making fairmont better for 

the students.  
91. To enable and support diversity in our small community.  This means that FSU 

would be respectful to all religious beliefs, etc. 
92. to help improve the community and watch it grow. 
93. I feel that Fairmont State does a wonderful job of educating the community but 

there are still improvements to be made.  I think that the university should 
encourage local businesses to issue job openings aroung campus.  Students that 
stay here year round would benefit from community exposure as well as filling 
open positions. 



94. That FS provide educational and training programs in career areas commensurate 
with the job opportunities of the local area for those who cannot relocate for 
work, as well as what is currently being offered. 

95. To work with the community on many things and take in the concerns of the 
community and not just the school. 

96. open the campus to the public.  Let people on the weekends use the fileds if they 
are not being used by the school. 

97. I think Fairmont State has always been a big part of the community.  I have lived 
here all my life, and Fairmont State has always been a strong, positive influence 
on the community. 

98. Have your students do more volunteer and outreach to the community in 
enrichment programs in the elementary schools.  For example: Have the 
cheerleaders go to the elementary and teach a cheerleading course at each school.  
Have math students have chess and computer clubs in the elementary schools.  
Have drama students do Saturday workshops in the elementaries and charge a 
small fee to the elementary students for each club or class.  There are many 
students in the elementaries and middle schools that are more interested in these 
types of things than they are in sports and there is nothing in the community to fit 
this need.  It would be great experience for the college students and fit the need 
for these children in their schools.  

99. to help younger people get interested in furthering their education. 
100.I am from Buckhannon so FSC already does more than I expect more my       
       community. 
101.To invite and encourage surrounding communities to attend activities and classes  

With their families on campus. 
102.I expect Fairmont State will help people in the community reach their goals. 
103.to ensure continued cooperation with the college to strengthen local support for 

the university. 
104.Helping people in the community in any way possible.  I feel a good example of 

this is how FSU offers tutoruing to students. 
105.To have more classes online classes and off campus classes available to 

Information systems major.  
 
Question Two:  In what ways do you think that Fairmont State understands or does 
not understand the community’s issues and needs? 
 

1. I think FSU understands the communities issues, I think they are on the right 
track. 

2. I think that Fairmont State does a great job with the community in its theatre 
department.  It is great that members of the community that may, or may not be 
already affiliated with Fairmont State. 

3. It seems that Fairmont State is mostly concerned with the University itself and is 
not very involved with the community. 

4. Personally, I feel that it is depressing to see some of the civilian/private 
apartments and homes rented out to students at and around Fairmont State.  I have 
visited a number of them and I personally believe that their conditions are 



deplorable.  I believe that this backdrop of housing tends to allow the ignorant to 
believe that Fairmont State is a “ghetto” school that people would not normally 
want to attend.  Thus, I believe that Fairmont state does not see the immediate 
concerns that their students and immediate surroundings are suffering, and thus 
the schools image is suffering.  I also feel that there are few “social” 
establishments that support student development outside of the school.  I will say 
that Fairmont State has done an exceptional job adding “special events” for 
students to attend.  The lure of “free food” and special plays and/or speakers 
facilitates more student involvement  that really broadens the horizons of a 
students experience in college. 

5. I honestly cannot say. 
6. I don’t think Fairmont State realizes the lack of things to do in Fairmont, 

especially for those who do not attend school.  Giving those not enrolled more 
places to go participate in something would attract them to enroll in the school.   

7. Fairmont State needs to understand and recognize that the Fairmont community is 
not that active…not alot to explore here to take part in.  Community workshops 
for Pottery, Art, Glass work, wood work….ect would be great. 

8. I don’t see many activities that are for the community or where the students help 
out.   

9. I don’t think legislatures and the public realize the need for better mass transit.  
We’ve lost bus service and do not have sufficient para-transit services for students 
and the community. 

10. what plans have you made?  Increase communication. 
11. I feel that Fairmont State is doing a great job with offering classes that several 

people need at the Community college in Lewis County.  I would personally like 
to see more upper level courses there, but understand that there is only certain 
staff that can teach the upper levels there. 

12. I believe Fairmont State understands the need for a change in the institution in 
order to meet the higher demands of the students in our region. 

13. I think Fairmont State does understand the community’s issues because Fairmont 
State has provided many services to the community.  There are many clubs on 
campus that participate in community services. 

14. Items are thrown in the trash that could be used by public schools. 
15. I think Fairmont State does a fairly good job of assessing the needs of the 

community.  Higher enrollment numbers pretty much speaks for itself.  
16. I thin they understand the community’s issues and the diversity of people that live 

in the Fairmont, WV area. 
17. The college seems to understand the community’s needs at least in the education 

system, as students will go to work with the schools. 
18. They understand the needs and issues of the community through programs like 

America Reads, America Counts, volunteers for Big Brother/Big Sisters, hosting 
activities for Big Brothers/Big Sisters, and other programs such as Baptist 
Campus Ministries, and GearUP and doing Blood Drives for Red Cross. 

19. the teachers are very understanding. 
20. I have no clue whether they do or do not understand since i have not seen the 

college involved in very much. 



21. I think that Fairmont understand the needs and issues of the community. 
22. Fairmont State does not provide the resources to fit all of its students needs. 
23. Fairmont States campus seems like a seperate entity away from the community. 
24. I think they dont realize tearing down all these buildings for a pond is ridiculous. 
25. I think they are doing a great job. 
26. Lower the price for non-studnets to use the rec center or give them free weekends.  

If that’s not possible do something like “come 5 times get one free” or something 
along those lines. 

27. I FEEL IN ISSUES LIKE I JUST PRESENTED [DEAFNESS] FAIRMONT 
STATE WILL RESPOND TO MY NEEDS AND THEY DO FOR THE OTHER 
STUDETS ALSO AND THEY DO WHATEVER THEY NEED TO DO FOR 
THE COMMUNITIES THERE A GREAT UNIVERSITY. 

28. I’m not sure.  The college kids community would be better if things were open 
later like the bookstores, etc.  Not many college kids get up early, which means 
not before 3 p.m.  Also for the people that work 8-5 and are trying to take 
weekend classes or weekend classes having the things open later is good as well 
as having it open on the weekends. 

29. no idea. 
30. I think Fairmont State understands to a point, but sometimes traffic from the 

students is probably a bother to the people of the community. 
31. Except when school is in session, Fairmont is predominantly a ‘gray’ community.  

Or at least that’s the population I experience when I’m out in the community 
shopping, going to the post office, walking, etc.  Traffic at lights around Locust 
seem to be the biggest problem, but I see no resolution to that. 

32. I think by offering the evening and weekend classes that FSU has taken into 
consideration the needs of the non-traditional student.  I do think that more onine 
classes need to be offered.  I also think that a better time line should be with 
programs.  Most 2 year take at least 21/2 years with all of the classes that are 
expected. 

33. I believe that Fairmont State understands the community very well, however, I do  
not think that they (mostly the higher-ups, especially Bradley) do not care about 
the community and instead focus on “running a business”. 

34. I think it is great that FSU has blood drives as often as it does. 
35. I think the college tends to be greedy and takes more from the community then 

giving back and doesn’t include the community as a whole by mostly focuses on 
just the students that go there. 

36. Although Fairmont State University began as a Normal school and has an 
accredited Education department, I do not feel that Fairmont State is as envolved 
in the learning or needs of the youth in the community.  There should be more 
effort to have the youth be active in the college experience.  Maybe the University 
could allow more feild trips to the campus and hold dances for the youth.  I also 
think that the students of fairmont state would benefit from a big brother big sister 
program. 

37. I believe that Fairmont State understands that education is an important part of a 
functioning community.  Providing motivational seminars at the local 



employment agency may help the people of the community see the value of an 
education. 

38. I think it understands but does not always do everything it can to help. 
39. I believe that the school does a good job at understanding the community. 
40. I think the campus is not handicapped accesiable I feel it is not understanding to 

those with special needs I think ada guide lines should be followed. 
41. I see a huge number of teachers graduating every year to face a closed job market 

but the nursing program only takes 90 or so students and the current demand for 
nurses is huge.  I don’t understand why the university hasn’t risen to meet the 
need for more nurses by expanding the nursing program.   

42. Fairmont State understands the community.  Fairmont State offers many different 
degrees that will provide support to the community. 

43. I don’t know. 
44. I don’t think there is any. 
45. Fairmont State understands that Fairmont State needs more activity to keep 

people in this area. 
46. I THINK THAT THERE COULD BE MORE UNDERSTANDING TO THE 

AUDLTS THAT GO THERE AND ARE TRYING TO WORK AND HAVE A 
FAMILY. 

47. Partnering with high school campuses to offer classes provides opportunities for 
the larger community.  Offering college credit courses to high school students 
during the regular school day greatly affects their choice of college.  They 
discover that they can handle college material, and already have credits for 
Fairmont State. 

48. I think the fact that FS is pretty affordable is a good thing for the community.  
Sorry I can’t really think of anything. 

49. No opinion. 
50. FSU seems a little detached from the community, but it does seem to be getting 

better.  Advisors and Counselors should be more involved with current and 
prospective students, but I do feel things are slowly improving. 

51. not sure. 
52. I have not lived here long enough to understand the needs and issues in order to 

answer this question. 
53. need to get the community involved with fairmont state through events, 

gatherings, etc. 
54. I don’t think that some people in the more rural areas, like Grafton, think that a 

college education is possible for them. 
55. I feel that local high schoolers should be able to do more to determine whether or 

not they would like to attend (More than just tours) 
56. I think that Fairmont does understand the communiy’s needs.  If this were not 

true, there wouldn’t be all the “community” colleges in the neighboring counties 
where people who wouldn’t ordinarily get the chance to further their education do 
so. 

57. I live at college park which is part of the campus, and I never hear any activities 
fsu does with the community. 



58. Although I don’t believe I know enough about the merger in 1999 and the 
separation of the community college in 2006, I believe that this is a bad thing to 
do.  People will not take the time to understand the reasoning and will have a bad 
impression of Fairmont State. (foreign student from Germany) 

59. I feel that Fairmont State does understand the community’s needs.  With the 
community service program and others that are designed to provide jobs for 
graduates who can serve the community better with their degrees and expertise. 

60. It is great that they invite the public to come and see the plays. 
61. I think Fairmont State does a wonderful job understanding that the non-traditional 

student is very much a part of the community. 
62. FSU is serving not only traditional students but non-traditional students as well.  

Summer classes need to be addressed. 
63. How is Fairmont State involved in the community to begin with?  I cannot fully 

answer this question without further knowledge of involvement. 
64. I think that Fairmont State needs to understand that some students pay for their 

own education and try to make the costs a little lower. 
65. Through the FSU’s expansions, Fairmont State understands the need to increase 

acceptance and allow more opportunities for high school graduates in the 
Fairmont community.  In doing these expansions, the University has not only 
provided a better learning environment but also increased the financial benefit. 

66. no answer 
67. How the students interact during the schools semester with community itself. 
68. I feel that they do not fully understand how unsafe Fairmont is.  I don’t feel that 

they provide the safest environment. 
69. fairmont state, in my opinion, is doing an excellent job with the community. 
70. From what I have seen, the school seems to play a big part of the community due 

to the fact that most of the students are employed by the town…plus the fact of 
small town word of mouth. 

71. I think Fairmont State is doing a great job of reaching out to the community by 
offering many off campus courses in different areas.  I also think that FSU is in 
tune with older non-traditional students.  I have attended classes at WVU in the 
past and much prefer FSU.  I think it’s great you can pay ½ of your tuition up 
front and then pay the rest later.  That helped me out a great deal this semester.  I 
am looking forward to attending FSU full time in the fall. 

72. That as college students and members of FSU/FSCTC we really are just at the 
school and pay no attention to the outside environment of the community. 

73. Parking is personally my biggest indifference to Fairmont.  You must set out 
clearer parking to separate students and teachers.  The reason I feel this way is 
due to the unfair campus security working on campus that cuts new freshman new 
slack….cut $10 into my wallet.  You hate to park in the overcrowded parking 
garage though.  You feel like you’re on the track for Daytona 500. 

74. no opinion. 
75. Fairmont State needs to become more involved within the community rather than 

try to be a community of their own. 
76. The college keeps up-to-date information about the issues pertaining to the 

community. 



77. Fairmont State is essientially a business and is interested in profit margin.  Once a 
course of study is chosen, classes that have a direct impact on tha t field of study 
should be taken.  I understand that there are required courses but not all of those 
courses have anything to do with the course of study or core courses needed for 
employment in that field. 

78. The community needs are not understood in the fact that there is no formal way to 
concect the employers and the community member. 

79. As a student from out-of-town, I think there is just simply a lack of presence of 
the community on campus; in a lot of ways, the school, to an outsider, just seems 
kind of isolated.  As far as the university’s understanding of the community, I 
think it is imperative for students to participate in programs that serve the 
community, such as volunteering at the Soup Opera. 

80. Fairmont State does an excellent job meeting the needs of non-traditional students 
in the North Central WV region. 

81. FSU attempts to test different methods to see which is most affective. 
82. You charge way too much for the community music and arts programs.  It cuts 

out too many students that need the program the most. 
83. It is comforting to know that such an excellent learning institution is located in 

Fairmont.  The University offers many fields of study for the student. 
84. I think that fairmont needs more creited programs so that the residenst of this state 

would not have to leave to get a good education. 
85. Over a few projects I have heard Fairmont is undertaking in the community, I 

personally feel that the school is trying to improve its status as a university, but 
taking over instead of helping the surrounding community.  

86. FS needs to be more aware of keeping people (former students/graduates) up to 
date in the degree field of choice.  The institution also needs to address the drastic 
inconvenience faced by handicap/disabled persons when trying to get around 
campus.  If these issues were dealt with FS could open doors to two completely 
different communities. 

87. I have only been around campus for a short which but I have never seen anything 
about local music festivals or community calendars anywhere.  I think that 
Fairmont state should be open to the community and work on informing students 
about local culture here in Fairmont West Virginia. 

88. I thought that after the republication of the Islamic cartoons in FSU newspaper, 
there after should have brought harsh reprocussions to the journalism department.  
I found that it was extermly unprofessional and very hurtful. 

89. I’m not sure. 
90. I’m new to this area so I really don’t have enough knowledge of the situation. 
91. I think they probably understand the community’s needs, but may be unable to 

address all issues from a college standpoint. 
92. The community that I come from, again Buckhannon, is very small and kinda 

poor, so enrollment will be low with the exception of high demand courses.  All 
of my classes through FST&CC? were cancelled due to enrollment so I have to 
come to Clarksburg 4 times a week, an estimated 75 miles from my home in 
Alexander. 

93. I think it does it offers Gear UP and America Reads. 



94. Fairmont State understands that many people around the area of West Virginia 
like to attend the University but transportation needs or family might stop them.  
Fairmont brings education to your town. 

95. housing and involvement throughout county not just Fairmont this is a big 
misunderstanding. 

96. I believe they understand people work and do need afternoon classes to get 
through their majors. 

 
Question Three:  How can Fairmont State improve its role as a community partner 
or what other things might we do? 
 

1. Offer classes in some different counties.  I go to Phillipi for my classes and it 
takes me about 45 minutes to an hour to drive it, it would be nice to have a 
community resource in Tucker County. 

2. Host more community activities on campus and be open to their ideas. 
3. Make donations, co sponsor events with organizations like the United Way. 
4. Habitat for Humanity type projects would be good.  Food pantry involvements.  

Invite more local organizations and groups of individuals to participate in sporting 
events for free, or theatrical events without charge. 

5. Offer free advertising (event day only) to community businesses.  A perfectly 
good example is that Papa John’s paid someone to walk around campus and hand 
out coupons for, what I think was, free pizza’s.  You are losing your most 
precious business commodity..potential buyers (ie. students).  Make a deal with 
Papa Johns to set up a booth and give free/reduced price pizza on the campus for a 
fee.  I understand that my idealistic opinions may not meet the requirements of 
real life execution of this idea, but you have to start somewhere.  Students need all 
sorts of items:  phones, food, jobs, office supplies, etc.  Facilitate the students 
dependence on the institution by not making them go anywhere else for goods and 
services by bringing them here! 

6. Decode what isn’t working and stop doing it. 
7. Fairmont State could sponsor some events in the community.  This would give the 

community a more favorable view of us and help attract potential students. 
8. Open your doors to the community.  At a low or free cost. 
9. get more outlets for students to get involved in and not just for a few majors. 
10. One issue is that the public does seem to participate in programs and events 

hosted at the college. 
11. what are you doing now?  It is not obvious. 
12. Keep up the good work. 
13. It would be great for the university to plan, support, and execute community 

service projects for our region. 
14. Fairmont State can offer more services to the community.  The person in charge 

needs to communicate to the students to get people involved. 
15. When renovations are performed, keep the job bids local.  Give unwanted items to 

public education. 



16. I would like to see graduate programs offered at Fairmont State other than simply 
Education.  The community has a varied employment range and would be better 
served by other areas of emphasis as well. 

17. I think it does a good job with its role as a community partner. 
18. Why not advertise or increase festivals that both the community and college can 

participate in, that celebrate Fairmont as a town.  Perhaps, economically, more 
stores and services that will have student discounts, esp. groceries. 

19. Get involved in more activites and do more things for maybe…HOPE, Red Cross, 
United Way, Special Olympics, and Amercian Cancer Society. 

20. provide new students with more help from financial aid. 
21. If they are to get involved make sure that people know why and for what purpose 

they are involved. 
22. I think that if we involve ourselves in more volunteer community activities it will 

make us closer, in turn, to the community. 
23. Offer assistance for transportation, child care that is closer to the school. 
24. I cannot think of any at the moment. 
25. Stop tearing down important structures. 
26. no comment. 
27. SET UP PROGRAMS FOR THOSE OF US SCARED AND NOT KNOWING 

WHAT IT’S LIKE TO LIVE IN A DEAF WORLD.  I DON’T THINK THE 
HEARING COMMUNITIES OR THE DEAF CULTURE REALLY 
UNDERSTANDS WHATS IT’S LIKE BECAUSE IF YOU ARE BORN DEAF 
YOU AUTOMATICALLY LEARN THE ART OF SIGN AND I FEEL I 
WON’T BE ACCEPTED IN IETHER CULTURE THE HHEARING OR THE 
DEAF WORLD SO WHERE I GO FROM HERE.  SOMEBODY PLEASE 
TELL ME? 

28. You might think about improving parking, and maybe other ways for students to 
enter and exit the campus. 

29. That’s tough, local business professionals are more that willing, or already 
involved with Fairmont State in some capacity.  Area residents don’t seem 
interested. 

30. Just continue to offer programs with specialties. 
31. As I said before, Fairmont State should try to help clean up and lessen crime in 

the community.  This will not and can not be accomplished when the Campus 
Police are actually reprimanded for enforcing the laws on campus.  One officers 
job was even threatened if he arrested and individual who otherwise would have 
been spending the night in jail.  The “zero tolerance” drug policy the 
administration boasts is complete rubbish.  Drugs were found several times last 
year, and the offenders got off with little more than a slap on the wrist.  ZERO 
TOLERANCE means ONE strike and you’re OUT. Just because the crimes are 
not being punished does not mean they aren’t happening, although it does mean 
that they do not show up in the crime rate statistics.  If Fairmont State (again, 
mostly Bradley) were not so worried about losing “paying customers” then maybe 
the crime rate would ACTUALLY go down. 

32. I think there needs to be a soccer team made at Fairmont State College.  There are 
many other sports available, but no soccer team.  There are many people that have 



been asking and trying to get one started and have been shut down.  And if there 
can’t be one started, I that that students deserve an explanation. 

33. Community serive learning requirements. 
34. Try to reach the community more with events where the community as a whole 

can participate in decisions and input. 
35. I think that Fairmont State would benefit from having a day care that was open 

from 7 am to 6 pm.  This would help students and faculty as well as those 
majoring in Early Childhood development.  Right now Fairmont State only has a 
pre school and I believe it would be in the school’s best interest to develop a day 
care for ages 6 wks to 12 years old. 

36. Perhaps searching for grants or other available money to help pay for child care 
services for single mothers or single fathers who make too much money to qualify 
for grants, but don’t make enough to pay for day care while they work or go to 
school.  

37. make it so all people have the chance to attend college.  Single parents often can 
not get back and forth or afford a babysitter. 

38. As I stated earlier by providing more opportunities for the community to be active 
on the campus, not just paying students. 

39. I would like to see more online courses and an expansion of the off-campus 
schedule to include non-high school students.  For example, many high school 
students can take English 1104 at the vocational center but as an adult, I have to 
travel to the college to take the same course.  I believe a lot more nontraditional 
students would enroll in FSC if they could take classes off campus.  As a 
returning nontraditional student myself, I know that I was extremely uneasy about 
going back on campus with students half my age.  If FSC could find a way to help 
these potential students to ease into the college life and make a point of 
advertising aimed toward nontraditional students, it would help many older adults 
to make that transition and realize their dream of a degree. 

40. Maybe have a daycare that caters to low income families. 
41. volenteer more. 
42. nontraditional students are a big part of Fairmont as the regular student body, I 

think having activities for the non traditional students would be great. 
43. Fairmont State needs to involve the community more. 
44. Let the children and other people know more about  education.  Have more 

programs for children at the college. 
45. Provide free evening classes/workshops on parenting, cooking, art, or other areas 

of interest.  Fittnes classes are often very expensive as well and could be offered.  
It may be costly, but it would be a great way to make the community feel 
connected to the school. 

46. Make scholarships more accessible and known.  Extend the deadline b/c some 
people who need the money for school may not have had their taxes filed yet at 
the time of the deadline for the assistance application.  Increase awareness of 
online classes for working parents.  Work with childcare services? 

47. FSU may reach out to non-traditional students more and offer more advertising to 
them. 



48. Get involved in youth activities, host youth camps, and make sure the community 
is informed about what is going on on campus.  I think sometimes nobody knows 
about events save for the students involved directly, even I as a student feel a little 
uninformed of events at times. 

49. cut back tuition. 
50. Get involved in bringing businesses closer to the campus for serving FS students, 

such as ice cream shop, positive hang-out areas, etc.  This will bring the campus 
within the community and vice versa, as businesses market the community’s 
demographics. 

51. more events to the public. 
52. I would love to see the college get more involved with getting our youth involved 

with presenting plays or musicals in their schools.  This may help build an interest 
in the importance of educational enhancement in rural areas. 

53. Involve the community in the changes going on around campus.  Allow for 
community tours and explainations of construction. 

54. As mentioned earlier, maybe some community service with the youth such as the 
YMCA/YWCA.  Just little things like that around the community to make others 
know that we are more that just a bunch of punk college kids. 

55. get out more information to the students.  Send emails telling about what is going 
on.  Make up an online calendar to tell students when activities are happening.   

56. Although I take my classes either at the main campus or in Clarksburg, I believe it 
would be benefitial to offer more classes in other regions, as well as enlarge the 
number of classes offered at Clarksburg.  People travel long ways to get to 
college, and the college should make the learning opportunity available to more 
people throughout north central West Virginia. 

57. Fairmont State can improve their role by sending this survey out to the 
community for the people to decide how we can help them. 

58. Get involved with children and even elders. 
59. I think Fairmont State could improve in this aspect by utilizing the surrounding 

areas more by offering job fairs at the different college locations. 
60. Involving all counties involved in their relationships.  Mon, Preston, Garrett Md., 

etc. 
61. I think it would be great if Fairmont State sponsored some type of culture night, 

open to the community.  I think it is great that the plays produced here at open to 
the public to encourage appreciation of the arts, but that is really all I’m aware of.  
However, I also feel that the summer programs offered are a great service to area 
youth. 

62. Be more active participating in the community.  I don’t hear a lot of things being 
sponsored by Fairmont State. 

63. It would be nice to have more community centered events.  These could include 
charity events or motivational speaking.  I believe that the Fairmont community 
need to regain the focus of being a community to reduce the crime, so if FSU 
sponsored some community centered events against crime, the community would 
be much improved. 

64. teach the students more. 
65. Get more involved. 



66. Join with the community to make it a more classy town, while trying to also 
improve the safety of all individuals. 

67. listen to the students and community members more often.  We may not have or 
have received a degree yet, but our opinions do matter. 

68. Offer more opportunities to bring in more employers in specific fields like 
education.  I see flyers posted here and there but never do I see an actual expo or 
hear about prof’s being on campus for interviews. 

69. Just continue to offer lots of off campus courses in a variety of locations.  The 
online courses are a help as well to students who cannot attend classes on campus. 

70. More activities with the community on campus or off and more publicized. 
71. Offer more youth awareness programs, career and health fairs, campus tours, and 

scholarships and financial aid to college-bound students wishing to attend 
Fairmont.  Another great idea would be to offer a program based on educating the 
youth on the importance of higher education. 

72. no opinion. 
73. Contribute to community organizations through money or education. 
74. I think Fairmont State is already doing a fine job as a community partner. 
75. The college should continue to improve on what issues are important to the 

school, students, faculty, and community. 
76. support local groups and activities in any way possible, give local venders priority 

over major companies for supplies ex. Food tools paint…  [yes, this was entered 
as an answer to two questions] 

77. job fairs would be nice.  Not only would it introduce businesses to more 
applicants but would also promote the Fairmont area. 

78. Have a formal way of letting the community know that there are classes offered 
that will help everyone work together, the employers get the classes offered that 
they need to fill their opening with trained employees and people get the training 
they need to get the jobs in the community. 

79. On Fairmont State’s end, they should further promote activities held by the 
community around campus.  The community, like local business owners, should 
become further involved in the university’s programs and activities (some of them 
might even be involved now, but I don’t know of any, which I guess is the point). 

80. Fairmont State should improve the culture, it should offer everyone a global view, 
being that this community is a little isolated from a major metropolitan area, offer 
worldly insight and give people culture. 

81. get involved more with junior high and high school students to maybe get them 
excited about school. 

82. The cost of tuition keeps going up each year.  I believe that I would have rather 
done without the workout facility and have had a lower bill.  I think that FSU 
must keep in mind those who are attending FSU are on a lower end budget. 

83. Like I said before open the walls to the community and allow a few community 
affairs to take place on campus.  The city of fairmont would benefit from the 
students who what to become involved with activities in the area, instead of 
partying on campus all the time.   

84. By offering “brush-up” courses for those people who are already employed or 
who have been out of a specific career field.  This would allow people to better 



understand their jobs and refresh their skills to obtain employment.  For instance, 
offering refresher courses in specific computer programs for secretarial 
employees, or offering a brush-up course to educate and familiarize them with 
new software programs or changes to older versions.  Also possibly a brush-up 
course for nurses to educate them about changes in the field.  Things of this 
nature. 

85. Try to find mutual ground on all projects.  School and Community together. 
86. Make the architectural program creited. 
87. I feel that Fairmont State can offer more disability services, in the classroom, and 

in parking. 
88. Make huge announcements in advance of the science fair.  The schools in 

Fairmont do a poor job of announcing it and more kids would enjoy being 
involved in it if they knew more in advance when it is.  We asked the science 
teachers for several months last year and this year when it was and were 
consistently told they didn’t know until the week before.  

89. find better ways of advertising events so more people can be involved.  People put 
there time in hard work planning events they need to put more effort in getting the 
information our there for everyone to know what is going on. 

90. Advertise more about what you offer to the community and things that are 
happening noe within the community. 

91. I wish that online classes were easier to get into.  I like the requirement to meet 
several times a semester, but less travel would be convenient, especially to a 
single parent. 

92. I’m not sure, you might want to offer the use of the activities center as a meeting 
place for community activites in the summer or during breaks and holidays. 

93. more programs for incoming students, and parents, better orientation, more 
involvement in non scholastic activities such as forensics, such as hosting a 
forensic tournament. 

94. Again, I believe it is one of the most understanding schools to older generation 
students, but a lot of classes are still in the daytime and that makes it hard when 
you work. 

 
Question Four:  Please describe any barriers that may exist between Fairmont State 
and the greater community served by the institution. 
 

1. An issue could be the difference of opinions by different groups in the 
community. 

2. I’m not aware of any. 
3. Fairmont State needs to be out there as a positive impact on the community. 
4. I am an outsider, I know none. 
5. It seems that there is much apathy at large.  Especially within the campus from 

students.  This seems to be stretching out into the community and the lack of zeal 
for organizational process is overshadowing the greater causes that aim to 
reconcile it.  How can we have our community believe in us when little believe in 
themselves.  Youth programs are poorly funded and are dwindling.  Which is 
more at fault, the lack of money, or inspiration? 



6. I think there is a lack of knowledge throughout the community about Fairmont 
State and what takes place on campus. 

7. not sure. 
8. not sure here… 
9. who to talk to 
10. Handicap accessibility is one issue for people attending plays and concerts and 

parking is another issue (parking in proximity to events).  Most people I have met 
say they don’t come on campus because of parking. 

11. what are you doing for the community? 
12. not sure of any 
13. The only barrier that I can see is lack of access to the Falcon Center that the 

community has. 
14. I think there is a communication barrier.  I feel that Fairmont State fails to 

communicate with their students.  I am a student, and I hardly ever hear about the 
things that are happening on campus. 

15. None known. 
16. Unsure. 
17. One of the barriers is that maybe local business do not have anyone come in and 

talk to students in major classes.  Maybe it is my major because it is pe/health and 
they are at school and our professors do a good job getting us prepared.  But such 
as a local accountants I do not think come in and talk to the business and 
accounting students at any time. 

18. Barriers may include communication methods with the community and the way 
they put the information out to the community, or the lack of communication with 
community members. 

19. none. 
20. none. 
21. Child care is hard to come by, making it hard for those individuals with children 

to attend class. 
22. Fairmont State differs from its surrounding community in many ways, but mainly 

in economic differences. 
23. Traffic. 
24. no comment. 
25. I SEE NONE SO FAR EXCEPT I BELIEVE THE ONLY BARRIERS YOU 

MAY FORSEE IS TO GET STUDENTS TO PICK THERE MAJORS IN LIFE 
AND GO FROM THERE INSTEAD OF ALAWYS BIENG UNDECICED. 

26. Well to be honest a school is dedicated to school activities, while a student is only 
sometimes dedicated to the school and other times are just dedicated to parties.  
Maybe having a sober driver hotline thing would help them to make it home when 
they want and not have to wait to sober up a bit or wait for their friend who’s 
driving to sober up or the drunk ass they brought with them to sober up or behave.  
I have seen a lot of incident where things could have been prevented like bar 
fights, car accidents, etc.  if only the person had a way out of where they were.  
And you can’t just tell them they should be more responsible- it doesn’t get 
through. 



27. I think that Fairmont State is making a huge step by putting this survey out.  The 
fact that the school is trying to become more involved is enough to break down 
barriers. 

28. I’m not aware of any barriers. 
29. I can not see any problems. 
30. Not all of the community is giving Fairmont State money, so not everyone gets 

attention. 
31. I don’t know of any. 
32. There isn’t a good communication. 
33. The only barriers would be Fairmont States unwillingness to envolve the 

community in the activities mentioned above [child care and involvement with 
youth]. 

34. I have spoken with many individuals in the community who are under the 
impression that they must have high scores on the ACT or SAT tests to be 
admitted to Fairmont State.  I have informed them that people who have been out 
of school for greater than five years can take general studies courses regardless of 
their ACT or SAT scores.  An interview with the local paper on local news station 
may be a good way to inform the public. 

35. most people think they are not good enough or are to old to attend the school. 
36. I am unsure of any. 
37. I felt as a returning non-traditional student that I was completely lost when it 

came to which papers needed filed and when.  If the college could find a way to 
lay out in simple terms what needs done, where you can do it and when it should 
be turned in, I think that would be helpful to most students, nontraditional or not.  
I didn’t have a school counselor looking out for me so I didn’t get into the nursing 
program until a year after I decided I wanted to go.  I didn’t get the right 
paperwork in on time because I didn’t realize I have to enroll in the college and 
enroll in the nursing program separately.  Then, I almost missed the deadline for 
financial aid application because I didn’t realize I had to go somewhere else to do 
it and that I couldn’t apply for financial aid until I was accepted at the college.  It 
was a confusing mess that almost made me give up altogether. 

38. not enough respect for people in the community. 
39. There needs to be more involvement with the high schools in what Fairmont state 

has to offer.  My daughter is a freshman in school and she is going to go to 
college, but not information is offered during her freshman year of high school.  I 
think it would benefit to get the information to them during there 8th grade year so 
they can plan there high school classes for college. 

40. I feel once people understand Fairmont State potential more people will be 
interested in staying in Fairmont. 

41. WELL I DO NOT THINK THAT THE COMMUNITY HAS A PLACE FOR 
PEOPLE WITH A DEGREE.  THEY DO NOT PAY PEOPLE ANYMORE, 
BECAUSE THEY HAVE A DEGREE.  I FEEL THAT I HAVE WASTED MY 
MONEY ON A EDUCATION THAT I NOT GOING TO HELP ME. 

42. Although it is necessary to set some limitations on community use, certain areas 
on campus (like the Falcon Center) that require a student ID should be open to the 



community during specific times.  The students are now benefiting from great 
new resources and we need to let the community see what we have to offer. 

43. The attitude that I’m not good enough, young enough, rich enough, or I don’t 
have time. 

44. Traffic, parking. 
45. Lack of communication and a sort of snotty attitude at times. 
46. tuition. 
47. Publicizing events and services offered at Fairmont State within the community.  

My daughter continually brings flyers for WVU events and activities home from 
elementary school, yet we never see anything from FS.  This is a great 
opportunity to get the community involved in events and activities that FS works 
hard to bring to campus.  Plus, Fairmont community members could support our 
own institution instead of driving to Morgantown for entertainment and services 
for our families. 

48. Many older members of the community as well as alumni feel anxiety as far as 
maneuvering around the campus. 

49. lack of information. 
50. I believe the attitude toward Fairmont State has improved vastly over the last 10 

years, however, some managing staff, especially in Clarksburg, should be more 
curtious towards the community.  A campus visit day (which is already offered in 
Fairmont) for Clarksburg would be a good idea for High School Students. 

51. I don’t forsee any barriers that may exist now or in the future.  I think the college 
has a good reputation. 

52. MONEY 
53. Communication is always a barrier.  Fairmont State continues to find ways to help 

break this barrier down. 
54. Travel, gas prices, adding classes in off campus other than Clarksburg would be 

helpful. 
55. Without being involved in the service efforts more, I really don’t have any issues 

with an existing barriers between Fairmont State and the greater community 
served by the institution. 

56. No answer. 
57. The students at FSU are mainly focused on education or having fun.  Whether a 

student spends time studying or drinking, there is little time or concern for the 
community. 

58. no clue 
59. I haven’t seen any. 
60. Fairmont State brings students into the town, which is where most of the crime 

rate comes from. 
61. since I live in a dorm, there is definitely a cultural divide amongst people who are 

“different” and are expected to be “normal”.  I have noticed this problem outside 
of campus as well.  I believe more acceptance needs to be shown for people who 
are considered different. 

62. Handicap accessibility to the less fortunate of our great community. 
63. no opinion 



64. Fairmont State its nose to the community.  Break the habbit and you will break 
the barrier. 

65. none 
66. local may not be able to compete with the prices and bargans larger companies 

can offer. 
67. The office staff need to get together and agree on protocol.  If you speak to two 

different people, you get two different answers to the same question. 
68. The barrier is that there is no formal way to communicate with the community.  I 

know that you can go online but not everyone is able to go online.  If there were 
more communication between the job service office and the high schools or even 
the Chamber of Commerce. 

69. I don’t think there are any barriers other than maybe a lack of involvement on 
both parts. 

70. Communication.  Do you have a mail out flier that includes ALL of the childrens 
activities for the year?  We get different fliers from different organizations at 
different times and it is hard to combine them all.  If we had a 6 month or yearly 
calendar mailed out it would be great!  Most other cities we have lived in the 
Universities have had many outreach programs on and off campus and it was on a 
yearly basis without a huge fee.  It would also be nice to know if one of the pools 
was available for a family swim day in advance instead of consistently having to 
call to find out. 

71. Having more study areas and computer access area woul greatly help. 
72. They’re no barriers that I have personally witnessed. 
73. Currently FS’s campus is not as accessible as it should be.  It is very difficult for 

most handicapped/disabled students to get to the Falcon Center for meals because 
of the distance they have to walk between their classes and the building.  
Understandably there are elevators in all the buildings to help them get to and 
from classes within the building.  However, when students wish to go to the 
Falcon Center, whether for meals, to access the bookstore printshop, or workout 
center, they are severly challenged by the walking distance as well as the stairs by 
Colebank they have to climb to get there.  Where are the handicap/disabled 
ramps??  I think in this design FS was thinking more about their younger students 
(especially those that live on campus) and not enough about their older, non-
traditional students.  This needs to change. 

74. I don’t think that there would be any resistance from the community.  I fell that a 
lot of good could come from the university opening up its doors. 

75. Tuitions, Tuition, Tuition.  Also the treatment of those who are attending the 
university.  For example, what is this test that certain students must take.  A 
student is randomly selected to take a test in a certain area, if they score well, they 
get a ten dollar gift certificate to the campus book store, which by the way is 
extremely overpriced, so may get the student one or two pencils.  If the student 
fails to take this test, then they are threatened with the dilemma of not being able 
to register for the upcoming semesters.  My time is worth more than ten dollars, 
and I do not like FSU’s ability to pose threats. 

76. not sure. 



77. In inability of the community to change would be a big impediment to Fairmont 
State as well as it’s location, it is not that easy to get to from some parts of the 
community. 

78. There are definitely ‘financial’ barriers regarding low-income families, (I am a 
single-mom, and a displaced worker that is barely making it) I would say simply 
having some events that were free or low-cost to ‘Families’ would help.  I know 
my boys are extremely interested in your new activity center and the training 
facilities it could offer them. 

79. Again the distance makes it harder, and I’ve talked with other students who have 
the same problem. 

80. I currently cannot think of any. 
81. just not completely in touch with the whole community. 
 

Question Five:  What areas of community development and/or service would benefit 
most from further assistance from Fairmont State? 
 

1. The college should offer more alternative education for adult learning. 
2. More sites. 
3. Local performance groups, local sports teams, or physical fitness classes (who 

could benefit from the Rec Center). 
4. United Way and it’s organizations. 
5. Habitat for Humanity, local Food Pantry’s and homeless shelter services. 
6. I think the construction (although a pain for the students in the library), constitutes 

a great benefits for everyone.  Local construction companies gain contracts ($$$), 
Fairmont State gains a facelift, and students (although complaining initially) love 
new buildings and renovated classrooms that meet their needs.  I really hated 
having a certain criminal justice class where the dry erase boards fell off during 
class.  The class room also had hard trash-bag type coverings on the broken 
window.  Seeing construction evident helps alleviate my anxiety towards 
attending classes in the not-so-good areas of Fairmont State. 

7. The Youth:  elementary and middle schools. 
8. Activities off of campus for the youth would benefit most from assistance from 

Fairmont State. 
9. What community development?   Not sure of any are you?  Oh a new 

turnabout..not sure here. 
10. many 
11. Transportation in our community.  We don’t even have decent taxi service now.  

We need buses with better service hours.  To get out of town by bus, you have to 
go to Pittsburgh now!  If one doesn’t drive, you are really confined in our 
community for services, shopping, and continuing education.  Sometimes I 
wonder if FSU should move it’s campus closer to the interstate where there is 
room to expand easier and build it on more level ground.  Let’s face it, our 
campus is not easy to navigate on foot or in a car. 

12. you need proactive public relations. 
13. I feel that if the college is more open to the community it would improve atteneds. 



14. One service that I think would be helpful for the community would be to help 
some children in the community.  A second service would be to help the elderly 
by running errands for them or someone to help care for them. 

15. Public schools, help ready students for college. 
16. As stated above, a broader offering of graduate level education would assist the 

community.  The more people you keep in Fairmont the greater the economic 
impact on the community. 

17. I think the local elementary, middle and high schools, because it shows that it 
doesn’t matter where you come from you can make it in college just look at me, 
from a small country town and I am graduating in May with a 3.2 GPA. 

18. America Reads, America Counts, GearUP, Red Cross, and Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters. 

19. making jobs for more students. 
20. The need would do better. 
21. I think the areas that would greatly appreciate the development the most would be 

the outer limit schools that help Fairmont State with the curriculum. 
22. Child care at the school, a transport or a car pool program where students living in 

the same area can be given rides by other students living near them so that they 
don’t miss class do to transportation programs or financial issues.  

23. City beautification and more safety precautions on walk ways (lighting). 
24. more parking. 
25. no comment 
26. THE HANDICAPPED WHO I FEEL MANY TIMES GET SHOVED OUT AND 

IGNORED IN ALMOST ANY ACADEMICES OF LIVE AND SHOULD BE 
GIVEN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES AS ANY ONE ELSE.  I SPEAK FROM 
EXPERIENCE ON THIS FIELD MY HUSBAND IS HANDECAPPED AND 
HAS ALWAYS GONE THROUGH THIS. 

27. See answers #2 and #4..  Also, drive through tobacco store like the one in 
Bridgeport would be great or pay at the pump gas station really close to the 
school, or have school discount cards for gas. 

28. I think people will respond more with the school asking them questions.  I think 
they’ll respond to the caring of the school. 

29. Some type of mentoring program for area kpublic school students.  Or if there is 
one already in place, make it better known. 

30. Anything that can be done in the Fairmont area. 
31. Food drives (other than those that the students have to organize), allowing 

members of the community to use facilities like the SAC WITHOUT charge 
(charging money means that most youth are not going to bother, and are more 
likely to get into trouble.  Though I suppose that monstrosity must be paid for 
somehow….) 

32. This would give students the opportunity to get out there and let the community 
see who we really are.  It would be beneficial to both students and the community. 

33. I believe a union between the youth of the community and the campus would 
benefit both the community and the University.  These children need good 
rolmodels and need to be aware of the University as a choice for further 
education. 



34. I’m not sure. 
35. more people would attend the school if it did an open house and showed the hole 

community how easy it is to attend college now. 
36. Juvenile and young children programs that give kids things to do in the summer. 
37. Again, I believe an expansion of the program into the community would be 

beneficial for those who can’t come to the campus for one reason or another 
would be a terrific benefit.  A series of small certificate programs that students 
could achieve online or off-campus would be a benefit to the community, as well.  
Many students want to learn more and achieve better jobs but just don’t have four 
years to devote to a degree.  A high school graduate working 24 hours a week at 
Wendy’s can carry a full course for four years but a single mother of three with a 
40-hour-a-week job can’t.  If FSU can find a way to make it possible for these 
types of students to earn a certificate or degree, I believe it would be well-
received by the community. 

38. Tutoring local public school students. 
39. Daycare for low income, he lping the homeless in the community, picking up trash 

around the community, helping the elderly. 
40. if it was easier to pay for college I think more people would go. 
41. Developing more awareness to the high school students early so they can take the 

appropriate classes. 
42. I believe the new development of Fairmont as a whole would further assist 

Fairmont State. 
43. people will be more educated. 
44. We need to establish as a school a reputation of academic performance, 

community involvement, and good character—gain the respect of the community.  
We need to continue the Gear-up program, providing services to our youth and 
opening their eyes to future possibilities.  Outreach programs certainly need 
continued assistance. 

45. restarants and culinary students, Gear-up, hospitals and nursing students, halfway 
houses, soup kitchens & family and consumer science students, preschools and 
childcare students, elementary schools & science students. 

46. If more non-traditional students were targeted, enrollment would increase.  There 
are many in the surrounding communities that would love the opportunity to go 
back to college, but do not know that they actually have a chance. 

47. Any and all youth development activities, including but not limited to youth 
sports, or reading programs. 

48. lower tuition. 
49. Mostly all stated above.  The growth of the community will greatly benefit from 

FS advertising current services and aiding in marketing future businesses toward 
campus and student life. 

50. Get the ARTS involved in rural areas.  I believe kids would see that an education 
is much more that just books.  It enhances their lives. 

51. I think programs such as Gear Up should be continued to aid area children. 
52. Enlarge the nursing program.  We all know that we have a shortage in nursing.  

Make it bigger.  Offer a licensed practical nurse program through the community 
college. 



53. I feel that help with the elderly would greatly increase the welcome of Fairmont 
State help into the community. 

54. Maybe students from high schools should participate in other activities that have 
to do with Fairmont State, not just gear up. 

55. I have no opinion on this aspect at this time. 
56. I am not fully aware of the areas Fairmont State is currently involved in with the 

community.  If provided with more information on our service organizations, I 
would be more than happy to offer more suggestions. 

57. Preparing high school students for college. 
58. Fairmont State needs to provide other options for its community.  Young adults, 

in college and not, are turning to alcohol for a good time.  More programs need to 
be in place that not only stop this trend but also provides healthier activites.  
Fairmont is a great community, however many young adults only find the 
drinking aspects of Fairmont.  An outreach program needs to be in place to show 
the safer, fun aspects of the Fairmont community. 

59. no clue I don’t live in Fairmont 
60. providing affordable and a higher education to all ages, racial, ethnic groups. 
61. Safety, Cleaning up Fairmont so that it’s not such an eye sore. 
62. more parking and community activities. 
63. I really don’t see tha t many barriers.  I see that maybe students are not urged to 

gather and help out. 
64. Maybe some career fairs in different locations throughout North Central West 

Virginia would attract many people who have given up the thought of getting a 
degree due to the fact that they have been out of school for a long time.  Or, for 
people who want to get a degree but think they can’t afford it. 

65. Handicap Accessibility.  The enrollment of disabled students would increase due 
to the mere fact they would feel comfortable and ability to fit- in with other 
student without being frowned upon for their imperfections. 

66. no opinion. 
67. Help improve the education and appearance of the community.  It will also attract 

people to Fairmont State.   
68. Any of them that Fairmont State wanted to he lp.  
69. Small, locally owned and ran businesses. 
70. technical, most people learn by actually doing the work expected of them. 
71. As I have said the businesses in the community getting trained employees.  Also 

the community would be better off with having the relationship with Fairmont 
State since Fairmont State is growning. 

72. I think middle school and high school students would most benefit from Fairmont 
State’s community involvement, which as I understand GearUp is designed to do, 
and seems to be doing a wonderful job at.  Perhaps an effort toward getting the 
entire campus involved would be an excellent idea.   

73. My above answer has led me to this answer.  Fairmont State needs to have a 
bigger presence in outer limits of Fairmont, such as south Fairmont, and east 
Fairmont, facilities of some sort in those areas would be wonderful. 

74. not sure. 



75. Lower tuition, optional testing, optional use of the workout facility-pay by month 
or something, lower costing book store.  This would help students deal with 
college life, and may even allow those who are on the brink of dropping out 
because they can no longer afford college an opportunity.  This is a small town in 
WV not a big city, FSU is not and will never be able to compete with WVU.   

76. All of my views come from Western Washington University in Bellingham 
Washington.  Their university is activally involved with local businesses, and 
culture.  Activities such as small concerts and local art exhibits are advertised 
around campus to keep the average students mind, body and soul occupied.  I 
believe that if community events were offered the rate of student drinking and 
drug useage will go down.   

77. FS offers a wide variety of programs and career opportunities for the community 
and surrounding area, as well as several extracurricular activities and social 
events.  However, FS would benefit by offering refresher course and putting more 
thought and emphasis into their campus design concerning handicap/disabled 
students (as stated earlier).  Personally, I think FS is a well-rounded institution.   
But just think of the opportunities and doors that could be opened for others, as 
well as the college, if these two issues were dealt with. 

78. Making the city of Fairmont a beautiful place.  Like fixing up run down buildings, 
bringing back life to them if at all possible.   

79. disability, learning centers, study areas. 
80. Workshops on grant writing to help apply for grants to get funds to help pay for 

some of these child/student faculty enrichment activities. 
81. Younger kids in grade school providing them with information on how important 

it is to futher there education.  Not just by listening to an adult, but actually 
talking to someone experiencing it.   

82. Education of younger school aged children. 
83. The biggest problem I had when I first came to school was being clueless.  I 

didn’t graduate so I was not familiar with the college routine or application 
processes at all.  I think you should take similar circumstances into consideration 
and maybe have an “orientator”? for just these purposes. 

84. I believe there needs to be more of an outreach to ‘Women’ young and old.  There 
is so much stress in our lives these days, but the most stressed group are definitely 
women, many of whom are single-moms with low-income. 

85. not sure. 


