
Other Responses 
 
 

Question One:  What would be your expectations from Fairmont State as a partner 
with the community? 
 

1. I would expect Fairmont State to work as closely as possible with various 
community interests.  Enriching the community not only helps economically but 
provides more attractive surroundings to prospective students. 

2. Increase the number of outreach programs such as more free classes to 
community, and lowering of tuition.  Improve relations with public school 
officials and students.  Fairmont State needs to hire additional qualified 
instructors who are full- time professors not adjuncts who don’t know what they 
are talking about. 

3. Providing expertise to business, environment, social structure, and the community 
as a whole, along with hands on participants. 

4. To help out nontraditional students especially those with families. 
5. To not only offer educational opportunities to our youth and older adults, but to 

also offer job opportunities to college grad’s and those without a degree.  To 
strengthen our future and our economy, to not just be here to make money, but to 
invest in our community. 

6. Take an active part in the community so fundraising for athletic teams and the 
school itself would become great. 

7. There should be job placement throughout the community as a part of the 
economic well being of our region. 

8. to provide local discounts to all restaurants and such when showing a student ID 
cards.  I also think that anyone involved in the marching band, should be able to 
get a special pass to part (k?) behind Walman Hall.  Many instruments that we use 
are extremely heavy and we do more than some students and are just asking for a 
close place to park.  [obviously this is a student response, but person checked 
other] 

9. To help the community. 
10. To help get kids interested in college. 
11. To work with the city and perhaps, offer volunteer based service around the 

community. 
12. To develop communal goals and objectives. 
13. Fairmont State need to be a willing supportive cog of the community.  It is 

important we are viewed as supportive and helpful.  We need to be certain we are 
not viewed as the dictator.   

 
Question Two:  In what ways do you think that Fairmont State understands or does 
not understand the community’s issues and needs? 
 

1. My impression is that people at FS don’t always listen to what the community 
wants or needs help with but rather through the filter of campus politics.  While 
there is probably no getting around that, it does do a disservice to the community. 



2. Fairmont State understands the community’s needs to an extent but it seems that 
Fairmont State has changed in a bad way since gaining UNIVERSITY status.  
Fairmont State projects and image of just not being concerned about the students 
and community.  Sometimes it seems that all Fairmont State is concerned about is 
making the most amount of money by using the least amount of resources. 

3. I believe we are two islands.  FS does not understand the critical needs of the 
community for the most part.  FS does not understand who it is perceived as parts 
of the larger community. 

4. The evening class are a great help to older students but currently cannot complete 
a four year in evening classes only. 

5. I think that Fairmont State understands that an education is essential to the 
success of many people in this region, but they don’t necessarily understand that 
convenience is the key.  Yes, many thinks about Fairmont are convenient, but 
there are also many things that are not so convenient. 

6. We do not get our community involved enough in our sporting events, offer deals 
for them to come to the games all the time…. 

7. Fairmont State does not seem to be in community that much.  To understand the 
community they need to be involved in it. 

8. I think that Fairmont State sort of understands the community’s needs. 
9. I don’t know I don’t live in the community. 
10. Fairmont State should serve as a forum for discussion of community issues.  We 

should lead the discourse and seek out opportunities to incorporate discourse on 
community based issues into our classrooms. 

11. Offer more online course.  
 
Question Three:  How can Fairmont State improve its role as a community partner 
or what other things might we do? 
 

1. I think FS needs to communicate more effectively with the community at large 
about what we can and are willing to offer as well as what we are already doing.  I 
think FS needs to get into more partnerships with the community and help with 
finding funding sources, like grants, and with the writing of the necessary 
proposals.  Any joint project entered into needs to have it’s needs addressed in a 
timely fashion and not at the glacial pace FS sometimes operates under.   

2. Improvement in the quality and quantity of classes to the community.  Such as 
offering free FIRST AID/CPR classes, FREE SELF DEFENSE CLASSES, AND 
FREE COMPUTER CLASSES.  Maybe hold and open campus night once a 
month during which members from the community can come to the campus and 
tour all the buildings. Facilities, maybe bring their families to the Student Activity 
Center, etc. 

3. Get out there and become an integral part of the community, not necessarily in a 
leadership role. 

4. More involvement with local middle and high schools. 
5. I think they do a good job being a community partner, just always be looking for 

opportunities to help, help because you want to not because it makes you look 
good as a school. 



6. Invite them to a family night, or free t-shirt night, or bring a canned food to the 
game get in free and donate the canned food to the local food shelter.   

7. FS should open its doors more to the community…have community based 
projects or shows (more) not so many things just geared toward students! 

8. I think that anyone involved in the marching band, should be able to get a special 
pass to part (k?) behind Walman Hall.  Many instruments that we use are 
extremely heavy and we do more than some students that are on campus and are 
just asking for a close place to park.  Hopefully you can help us. 

9. I don’t know. 
10. Becomes more proactive in dealing with local issues. 
 

Question Four:  Please describe any barriers that may exist between Fairmont State 
and the greater community served by the institution. 
 

1. Communication is the largest problem I see.  We still don’t communicate well 
among ourselves, so I don’t see how we can communicate effectively with the 
community.  Indifference is another problem.  My impression is that people 
outside the immediate circle of the project don’t appreciate how delays on our 
part look to the community at large.  It does not look good if we engage in some 
type of partnership with the community and get everyone enthusiastic and then 
have whatever grants, proposals, contract and so forth sitting around for weeks or 
months.  I would think such items would get a priority since they affect people 
ourselves. 

2. Distance and problems locating the main campus, because of lack of signs.  
Newcomers to the area find it very difficult to locate the main campus.   

3. none. 
4. Arrogance-illusions- lack of empathy-lack of a share vision. 
5. None that I can come up with. 
6. I am not sure. 
7. I think the staff is a big problem.  You never see any of the staff out recruiting or 

helping with financial aid.  The staff seems to be a barrier.  (some of them, not 
all). 

8. We need more computer labs on the main campus, and at the Caperton Center. 
9. NONE THAT I KNOW OF. 
10. none 
11. Lack of information sharing; poor communication. 
12. After reading the letter to the editor in the paper concerning our opening the 

Falcon Center to the public, it would seems to me we need to be certain we 
examine our mission to the community.  We don’t want to be perceived as an 
institution which puts our needs first.  If the writer’s allegations are correct, we 
will not be perceived as a friendly face.  

 
Question Five:  What areas of community development and/or service would benefit 
most from further assistance from Fairmont State?   



1. Education is the one that comes immediately to mind.  Any joint partnerships that 
can provide better access to resources for our county schools would be extremely 
beneficial. 

2. Small Business Partnerships, and Partnerships with Public School Systems 
(especially rural areas). 

3. Economic and social growth and development. 
4. Educating our children about the importance of having a degree of some sort.   
5. I am not sure of that either, would have to do more research to find out. 
6. I think that parents with potential students would benefit so much by learning 

what the college offers.  I also think that there should be more financial nights, 
not just at high schools by at grade schools and there should be more programs 
like the basketball camp offered in the summer, that help introduce the college to 
an upcoming generation. 

7. I DON’T KNOW. 
8. We need to help develop the area economically.  I realize this is a tall order. 
9. City and business development planning; more links with local schools. 


