
 

TO:  The Fairmont State University community 

FROM:  Dixie Yann, Chair of the Board of Governors 

DATE:  May 30, 2017 

Re:  The Continuation of the Presidential Search 

 

I am pleased to report that the search for the next president at Fairmont State has gone into a second 

phase with a revised process and timeline.   

A new search committee that is broadly representative of the Fairmont State community has been 

appointed.  It consists of:  

 Dr. Charles Shields-Faculty 

 Dr. Joseph Kremer-Faculty 

 Dillon Bradley-Student 

 Meagan Gibson-Classified Staff 

 Dr. Jack Kirby-Non Classified Staff 

 Gary LeDonne- Fairmont State Foundation Inc. 

 Nick Fantasia- FSU Alumni Association 

 Robin Gomez- Community Representative- City Manager Fairmont WV 

 Mark Pallotta-Community Representative- Businessman 

 Dixie Yann-Board of Governors chair/ Search Committee chair 

We have also engaged the services of AGB Search to assist us with the search. 

The search committee held its first meeting on Wednesday, May 24 from 2:00-5:00 pm in the Falcon 

Center.   Our AGB Search consultant Dr. Robert Holyer was present to facilitate parts of the meeting.  

During our meeting, we approved a timeline for the search and adopted an advertising plan.  We also 

discussed the expectations for search committee members.   The largest portion of our time, however, 

was spent discussing what we would like to see in our new president and what our priorities for the new 

president will be.   

In searches of this nature, all search committee members are bound by strict expectations of 

confidentiality and are not able to communicate with you about the search.  Only the chair of the search 

committee is authorized to comment publicly.   Any breaches of this confidentiality will seriously 

diminish our ability to attract good candidates.   



However, we will make public as much information about the search as we can; we will also provide 

periodic updates.  We have created a special search website at which you can access any and all 

information that is available.  It is www.fairmontstate.edu/presidentialsearch    

We are currently developing the recruiting material for the search.  Once it has been approved by the 

search committee and the Board of Governors, we will begin recruiting. 

If you know of people you think would be good candidates for the presidency at Fairmont State, please 

contact Dr. Holyer (rkh@agbsearch.com; 804-359-9370) with your nomination.  All nominations will be 

strictly confidential, and you will not be identified to the nominee as the source of the nomination. 

Updates and search material will be made public periodically.  In the meantime, please contact me if you 

have questions or concerns about the search.   

We believe that we have a good process in place that will generate a strong pool of applications and 

result in an outstanding new president.    


