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Welcome to Life Off-Campus
Our Off-Campus Living Guide outlines the steps and resources 
to help you have an extraordinary off-campus living experience. 
Utilize this guide to answer your off-campus housing questions, 
learn about university and city resources, and understand your 
rights and responsibilities as an off-campus resident.

Our Office:
Residential and Student Life is Fairmont State University’s resource 
center for all things off-campus and commuting. Whether you’re 
not sure how to start looking for apartments, want advice on living 
off-campus, or need help deciding on the best meal option for 
commuters, we are here to support you!

Our mission is to serve off-campus and commuter students by 
providing opportunities to foster involvement, civic engagement 
and student success to make the student experience extraordinary.
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What to Expect
As a first time renter, you will need to do thorough research to 
create and manage a budget for yourself. Your budget could 
include things like income from your job, financial support, and 
scholarship funds. You should know approximately how much 
money you  will have to spend each month. Here are some factors 
you need to include in you plans for living off-campus.

Rent:
Rent will probably be the biggest item on your monthly budget. 
How much of your income can you allocate to paying your rent? It 
is a good rule of thumb to put no more than 30% of your monthly 
income toward rent. You still have other expenses to pay besides 
rent. If you find a beautiful apartment that will put a lot of stress on 
your budget, it is probably a good idea to keep looking for your 
off-campus home.

Security Deposit and Move-in Fees:
Most apartments will require a security deposit and/or move-in fee. 
Others may not have either of those requirements, but you need 
to be prepared to include that amount in your budget. A security 
deposit could be as much as one entire month’s rent. Keep these 
two potential costs in mind when searching and budgeting for an 
off-campus apartment.

Utilities: 
Your monthly rent may or may not include utilities. When you are 
considering an apartment, be sure to ask this question so there are 
no surprises. Typical utilities include water, gas, electricity, heating 
and cooling, trash, and Internet service. The monthly cost of utilities 
will vary based on location.  You will need to do your research to 
find out how much you can expect to spend. Each utility is a vital 
part of a functional home. Make sure you factor those costs into 
your budget.
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Food: 
A meal plan is one of the perks of living on-campus. You can use 
your meal plan multiple times a day and grab ready-made meals 
at almost any time. Remember, meals become your responsibility 
when you live on your own. When you are considering apartment 
options, find out the location of the nearest grocery store. Then, 
think about how much it will cost to feed yourself three meals each 
day.

Laundry: 
When you live in a residence hall, laundry is sometimes included 
in your overall cost. If you decide to live off-campus, laundry 
becomes your responsibility. Many apartment buildings have coin-
operated washers and dryers. It usually costs a few dollars to wash 
and dry a load of laundry. You may find an apartment with an in-
unit washer and dryer, which means you can forget about paying 
for use. However, this will contribute to your water and electric bill 
if you live in an apartment where you pay for those utilities.

Pet Fees: 
Do you have a dog or cat? You will, of course, need to factor pet 
care into your budget, but there may also be a pet fee when you 
move into your apartment. Some apartment buildings do not 
allow pets, while others have an open-door policy for four-footed 
critters. You will even come across buildings that have pet fees that 
work much like a security deposit. Always ask about an apartment 
building’s pet policy. Some buildings may have monthly pet fees or 
breed and species restrictions.
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Average Starter Budget:
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Budget chart data based on data collected from EveryDollar, 
an award winning app featured on USA Today. 
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The prospect of living off-campus is exciting. You get to choose 
the neighborhood you live in and find an apartment that fits your 
lifestyle. Once you have set your budget, you can narrow down 
your apartment search. However, your budget isn’t the only factor 
that matters. Here are few apartment features to consider.

Size: 
You do not need the biggest living space when you are a student, 
but you do want somewhere you will feel comfortable. Additionally, 
you want to ensure you are not overpaying for an undersized 
apartment. Go online to check out the average size and price of 
apartments in the area you are hoping to live. Compare those 
statistics to the size and rent of any apartment you consider.

Walkthrough: 
Before signing any paperwork, you will want to do a walkthrough 
of the entire apartment and check that everything works. Here is 
a checklist of things you should look for during your walkthrough:

Finding Your New Home

All lights turn on/off

Toilets flush

Shower water pressure

Smoke alarms

Functional locks

Test appliances

Working outlets

Signs of insects
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Amenities: 
Many local apartments, especially in Fairmont, may not supply air 
conditioning or even allow a window AC unit. Also check for an 
in-unit washer and dryer. If the apartment does not supply them, 
ask where to find the closest laundry mat.  Ask the leasing agent if 
there are any perks that come with renting the apartment. 

Commute Time: 
Whether you are driving, walking, or taking public transportation, 
you need to know how long it will take you to get to class and 
work. Commuting can eat up a lot of your time and your budget. 
Try a couple of test runs between the apartment and campus.

Parking: 
Do you drive a car? Some apartments have paid parking spots that 
offer a convenient and close spot to leave your car. Be sure to ask 
about that when you are on the hunt for an apartment.

Lease Duration and Details: 
When you have found an apartment you want, take time to read the 
fine print before you commit. Your apartment’s lease will contain all 
the details about the rent amount, how to pay, the length of the 
lease, and any restrictions. Twelve months is the typical length of 
an apartment lease. Are you planning to live there for an entire 
year, or just the duration of the academic year? If you only want a 
nine-month lease, talk to your leasing agent and try to negotiate 
that. Breaking a lease can be costly and damage your chances of 
finding an apartment next time.

Did you know?
All individuals who park on campus must have a parking decal. As a 
commuter student, you can pick yours up on the 1st floor of Wallman 
Hall during the first week of class and register your vehicle.
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Need A Roommate?

Here are some great resources to help you find your new roommate:

Craigslist
When it comes to finding a roommate, the world’s largest online 
classified section is hard to beat. Meet publicly and always be safe.

Padmapper
If you already have an apartment or house and are looking 
for a roommate to fill one of your rooms, download the free 
Padmapper app for Android or iOS and select the “Post” tab to 
create a listing.

Social Media
If you don’t mind making your roommate search public, it may 
be worthwhile to post a note letting your friends know you are 
searching for a roommate. Even if no one you are directly connected 
to is searching for a roommate, they may know someone whose 
looking.

Faculty and Staff
Some of your professors or professional staff at your university may 
rent apartments or houses to students. In your search, it may be 
a good idea to ask them if there are any places that are available.
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Shopping For Off-Campus Life
Now you have tips on how to rent an apartment as a college  
student. Once you have signed the lease, you can start thinking 
about your move-in date. Are you paying for movers or a moving 
truck, or will you be recruiting family and friends? Have a plan 
in place to get all your belongings to the new apartment, which 
brings us to your packing list. Here are a few tips that will help you 
make sure you have everything you need.

Bring What You Can From Home:
It can be tempting to buy all-new things when you are moving 
into a new apartment, but remember, you still need to live on a 
budget. Look at the things you already own when you are packing. 
Of course, you will want to pack basic things like clothes, your 
computer, and toiletries. When it comes to getting items you 
may not already own, ask your family. For example, do they have 
kitchenware they don’t need anymore?

You will also want to take into consideration the duration of your 
lease when putting together your packing list. Will you be living in 
your apartment for an entire academic year or will you be making 
frequent visits home and living there between academic years?  
If you are staying at the apartment for a 12-month lease or longer, 
you will want to pack the majority of your belongings. If you are 
living there just for the academic year, you can pack a bit lighter, 
which will make the move back home easier.



Page 13

Fairmont State University

Buy Only the Essentials
It is so easy to get caught in the whirlwind of new furniture and 
appliances. Keep a level head since there is no rush to get what 
you need all at once. If you stagger your purchases, you won’t 
break the bank. Here is a list of essentials for your first apartment:

On-campus residence halls usually come with basic furniture: a bed, 
a nightstand, a desk, and a dresser. It is possible you will be able 
to find an apartment that is already furnished, but most apartments 
come unfurnished. Try not to leave furniture until the last minute, 
so you can avoid living in a bare apartment.

Consider Your Space:
When you are packing your things and buying new items for your 
apartment, remember the square footage of your new home. 
Packing for the size of your apartment will help you make sure all 
your things fit. Plus, you can avoid packing unnecessary items that 
will end up making your new home feel cramped. If you have a 
studio apartment, you will have limited space. If you have a larger 
apartment with roommates, you need to remember you will be 
sharing common spaces in the apartment.

Mattress
Bed Frame
Pillows
Bedding
Toolkit
Nails & Wall Hooks (check lease)
First-Aid Kit
Laundry Detergent/Stain Remover
Dryer Sheets
Dish Soap

Swiffer (Dry & Wet Pads)
Vacuum
Multi-surface Cleaning Spray
Multi-surface Cleaning Wipes
Shower Curtain
Toilet Paper
Toilet Scrubber
Toilet Bowl Cleaning Solution
Disinfectant Spray

Quick Tip: Ask your roommates what they’re bringing. You can 
avoid having duplicates of things like microwaves or couches.
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Your New Living Experience
Once you have found out how to get an apartment in college, 
you will need to figure out how to live in one. Here are some basic 
guidelines to help you navigate the ins and outs of living in an 
off-campus apartment.

Keep Your Kitchen Stocked:
Grocery shopping for yourself can be a tough transition for a lot 
of college students. When you live at home with your family, you 
are probably used to finding a fully stocked pantry and fridge, if 
not having your meals made for you. Start out by buying yourself 
basic staples, such as salt, pepper, and milk. From there, you can 
make yourself a weekly grocery list that covers your meals for 
the week. Try to stick to your list and shopping schedule, so you 
don’t find yourself in the middle of a study session with an empty 
kitchen. It can be helpful to meal prep, so you have food ready to 
eat throughout the week. Plus, this trick helps reduce the amount 
of food you waste.
 

Set Roommate Ground Rules:
Living with roommates in an off-campus apartment means you 
are sharing space, expenses, and schedules. This might seem like 
nothing new to people who grew up sharing everything with siblings, 
but it can be a bit jarring for some college students. Whether you 
are friends with your roommates or you are just meeting, you can 
avoid a lot of squabbles by setting some basic ground rules.

Guests:
Setting boundaries about how many guests can come over with 
your roommate is always a good idea. You don’t want to walk into 
your apartment to find strangers invading your living space because 
your roommate decided to throw a party. Also, you will want to set 
boundaries on how many nights you can have overnight guests.
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Shared Space: 
Roommates share the kitchen, living room, and bathroom of an 
apartment. That means everyone is responsible for the cleanliness 
of those rooms. Set basic expectations for how clean those rooms 
should be and split up chores. If one person ends up picking up 
after everyone else, roommate tension is inevitable. Likewise, you 
will need to coordinate use of those shared rooms. 

Shared Expenses: 
Rent and utilities are obviously going to be a shared expense 
among roommates. Determine who will be in charge of paying 
those expenses and find a way to ensure everyone is pitching in 
their fair share. Beyond those two costs, you and your roommates 
will need to decide what else is a shared expense. 

Learning to Compromise: 
This may be the first time you have to share a living space with 
another person. You and your roommate(s) are very different.

Learning how to live with someone who is different than you is 
one of the best experiences you will be able to take with you 
throughout life. Chances are, you may have some differences or 
disagreements throughout your time together. It is our hope you 
learn how to handle these situations maturely.

The only way to work out differences with your roommate is to 
set down and talk. Remember, many times people are completely 
unaware they are bothering you. If you and your roommate are still 
having difficulty communicating, we would encourage you to get 
a non-biased third party to help mediate a healthy conversation.
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Transportation:
Whether you are within walking distance to campus, or commuting 
from another city, transportation will need to be considered when 
living off-campus. 

Marion County Transit Authority:

Meadowbrook Mall Service: Wednesday Only (Pickup Schedule)
Transfer Station   9:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m.
Middletown Mall   10 a.m. 1 p.m.
Meadowbrook Mall  10:35 a.m. 1:35 p.m.
Middletown Mall  11 a.m. 2 p.m.
Transfer Station  11:30 a.m. 2:30 p.m.

Morgantown Service: Monday - Friday (Pickup Schedule)
Transfer Station   7:10 a.m.     11 a.m.         2 p.m.          4:55 p.m.
Public Safety Building    7:40 a.m.     11:30 a.m.    2:30 p.m.     5:35 p.m.
Ruby Memorial   7:50 a.m.     11:45 a.m.    2:50 p.m.     6 p.m.
Transfer Station   8:50 a.m.     12:50 p.m.    3:45 p.m.     6:50 p.m.

For more information regarding Marion County Transit Authority, 
please visit www.fmcta.com or call (304) 366-8177.

Mountain Line (Morgantown ONLY)
Mountain Line offers 52 routes to travel across Morgantown. 
Students may ultilize this service with the use of their student ID 
for FREE.

For more information regarding Mountain Line routes, please visit 
www.busride.org/Maps-Schedules or call (304) 291-7433.
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Bill Due Dates:
Living in an off-campus apartment means you have to juggle several 
separate bills. You need to pay for rent, Internet service, and any 
other utilities not included in the cost of rent. Forgetting to pay any 
of those bills can mean a utility gets shut off, and it could also affect 
your credit score. Avoid that issue by knowing your bill due dates. 
If you are forgetful, most utilities allow you to set up autopay.

Use Your Freedom Wisely:
The freedom that comes with living off-campus is one of the 
biggest benefits. You do not have to answer to a residence hall’s 
restrictions, such as hall meetings or mandatory quiet hours. Just 
remember, this freedom comes with responsibility. You need to 
study for your classes. You need to pay rent and all your bills on 
time. You need to get along with your roommates. Balance your 
newfound freedom with the adult responsibilities of maintaining 
life in an off-campus apartment.

Be A Considerate Neighbor:
You probably do not want to deal with loud 
music and rowdy neighbors while you are 
trying to study or sleep. The same goes for 
your neighbors. Residence halls have RAs 
to help keep noise in check and mediate 
disputes between residents. Off-campus 
apartments do not have that perk. Your 
neighbors might be fellow college students 
who don’t mind late nights, but they might 
be people who have to get up for work 
the next day. Keep an eye on how much 
noise you are making when you blow off 
steam after a long week or a big test. If a 
neighbor asks you to quiet down, respect 
that request.
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Meal Plan Options
Fairmont State University offers commuter students a variety of 
meal plan options to best suit each individual’s dietary needs. 
For commuter students, the following meal plans are available for 
purchase:

Commuter Meal Plans (can also be used to re-load a Block Plan)
On the Go*: $474.00  Flex per semester - declining balance

Falcon Fuel: $201.00  Flex per semester - declining balance

Block Meal Plans
The Ultimate: $2,410.00 (350.00 Flex) per semester
This plan allows you to swipe 210 times in the dining hall. 

Eating Made Easy: $1,978.00 (300.00 Flex) per semester
This plan allows you to swipe 160 times in the dining hall. 

Traditional Meal Plans
15 Meal Plan: $2,199.00 ($250.00 Flex) per semester
This plan allows you to swipe 15 meals per week, including 
weekends in the dining hall. 

19 Meal Plan: $2,287.00 (175.00 Flex) per semester
This plan allows you to swipe 19 meals offered per week, including 
weekends in the dining hall. 

If you wish to add or change a meal plan please contact 
The Office of Housing & Residence Life (304) 367-4216 or send an 
email at reslife@fairmontstate.edu

Flex Dollars can be used at any dining facility on campus. 
Meal Plans can only be changed through the first week of classes.
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Resources For Your Safety
Replace Door Locks:
When you move in, request that any doors leading to the outside 
be fitted with new locks. You likely don’t know the previous tenant, 
nor to whom they gave copies of the keys. It’s possible that you may 
have to cover the cost if your landlord won’t do it him or herself, 
but it’s a small price to pay for assurance that you know exactly who 
can enter your living space. You may want to request a deadbolt or 
chain lock as well if there isn’t one already in place. 

Don’t Let Strangers Into Your Apartment:
In the modern world, when strangers may be coming by to deliver 
everything from your Amazon packages to your pizza, there are a 
lot of unknown people that may show up at your door. And while 
your first instinct may be to welcome them into the foyer as you 
grab your wallet for a tip, be more precautionary and interact with 
them outside only. It’s okay to be a little impolite sometimes if it 
means keeping yourself safe.

Fun Fact: The same logic applies to handymen. If your landlord 
hasn’t expressly told you that a certain person is coming by and 
when, don’t let someone in just because they claim they were sent 
to fix something.
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Give the Illusion That You’re Home:
A home sitting dark is a much easier target for a burglar than one 
where there appears to be activity. If you know you’ll be gone 
for a while-and especially if you’re heading out of town-you may 
want to install a simple mechanical outlet timer. These can turn on 
everything from lights to music to TVs at automated times. It’s a 
super simple way to give the appearance that someone is home 
and alert, even if you happen to be thousands of miles away. Just 
be sure to keep the blinds closed, lest the potential intruder tries 
to get a better look.

Get Renter’s Insurance:
While it’s not a security measure, renter’s insurance will at least cover 
the costs if something does happen in your home. At a relatively 
nominal price per month, it’s worth looking into just as a back-up 
plan. In addition to covering costs in the event of a home burglary, 
most renter’s insurance plans also cover other catastrophes, like 
water damage, fire damage, and vandalism. Some plans even 
cover any thefts that take place in your car, provided it’s parked at 
your rental property.

Safety precautions are important no matter where you’re living, 
and if you do feel something is off, never hesitate to call the police 
for assistance.
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Check All Windows:
Make sure that all of your windows have locks installed on them, 
especially if they are located on the first floor. If not, it is within 
reason to ask your landlord to install locks on your windows for 
security and peace of mind. 

Fire Safety:
Every room in your apartment should have a working smoke 
detector. Some apartments may include a sprinkler system, but 
most do not. You should at least have a fire extinquisher in your 
kitchen and a vent above your stovetop. If you do not have one, 
your landlord should install them prior to your move-in. Never 
remove or cover a smoke alarm, even when you are cooking.  Open 
flame candles can be dangerous and are often the most common 
reason for household fires. Instead of a candle, why not use a hot 
wax warmer instead! 

City Code Enforcement:
The main concern of the Code Enforcement Department is to 
ensure buildings and rental units are safe for occupants. This is 
done through the:

 Issuance of building permits for new construction

 Demolition permits for the safe destruction

 Property maintenance inspections

 Routine rental housing inspections

Fairmont City Code Enforcement can be found under Article 1767 
Part 17.

Morgantown City Code Enforcement follows the guidelines set out 
by the International Code Council. 
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Visitor Parking (METERED) spots have a limited duration of only 
30 minutes. Violators will be issued a parking ticket, even if you 
do not have a parking decal on your vehicle.
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Office of Student Success 
Turley Student Services Center 
Suite 218
(304) 367- 4141
success@fairmontstate.edu

Office of Residential and Student Life 
Colebank Hall 
Suite 300 
(304) 367- 4216
reslife@fairmontstate.edu

Office of Financial Aid
Turley Student Services Center 
3rd Floor
(304) 367- 4141
FinancialAid@fairmontstate.edu

Department of Public Safety
Wallman Hall 102 
(304) 367- 4157
For Emergencies: CALL 911

Title IX & Student Conduct Office
Jessica Kropog Furgason, Title IX Coordinator
Hardway Building 208A
(304) 367- 4689
Jessica.Kropog@fairmontstate.edu

Counseling & Disability Services
Turley Student Service Center
Suite 316
(304) 333 - 3661
access@fairmontstate.edu

Commuter Resource Directory



Page 24

Off-Campus Guidebook

Student Health Services
Falcon Center
3rd Floor
(304) 367- 4155

Career Development Center
Turley Student Services Center
Room 222
(304) 367 - 4214
careers@fairmontstate.edu

Fairmont City Building Inspection/Code Enforcement
200 Jackson St., 3rd Floor
Fairmont, WV 26554
(304) 366 - 6212, ext. 303

Fairmont City Police Department
500 Quincy St.
Fairmont, WV 26554
(304) 366 - 9280, For Emergencies: CALL 911

Mon Power
5001 Nasa Blvd
Fairmont, WV 26554
(800) 686 - 0022

Water & Utility Billing - Fairmont City
109 Merchant Street
P.O. Box 1428
Fairmont, WV 26554
(304) 366 - 6232 

Convention & Visitors Bureau of Marion County
1000 Cole Street
Suite A
Pleasant Valley, WV 26554
(304) 368 - 1123
info@marioncvb.com


