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Legislative Advocacy Committee 

The Legislative Advocacy Committee organized a meeting with then gubernatorial candidate Jim Justice 

and nine faculty members on Wednesday, September 28, 2016.  Jim Justice confirmed that he is against 

WVU taking over the regional institutions.  He believes the regional institutions should stay 

autonomous.  Jim Justice consistently says that he believes that higher education is a major economic 

driving force in West Virginia.  Jim Justice promised that he will meet with faculty again if elected.  Jim 

Justice was given documentation as to what Fairmont State University has had to do as a result of the 

budget cuts. 

The Legislative Advocacy Committee organized a Legislative Forum that took place on Thursday, 

February 2, 2017.  Senators Bob Beach and Roman Prezioso and Delegates Mike Caputo, Tim Miley, Joe 

Statler, Amy Summers and Guy Ward attended.  There were about thirty five administrators, faculty and 

staff in attendance.  A lot of discussion about a number of issues occurred.  The “speed-networking” 

format was utilized and most who attended felt that is was informative and productive. 

The committee in consultation with President Rose determined the important issues for this year’s 

legislative session.  The main legislative issues were to insure that WVU doesn’t take over the regional 

institutions, inform the legislators about the consequences resulting from the budget cuts that have 

occurred over the last few years, and to ask the legislators to adequately fund the Public Employees 

Insurance Agency (PEIA).  The committee met several times to formulate the talking points for these 

legislative issues and to prepare for meeting with a number of legislators in Charleston. 

Two members of the Legislative Advocacy Committee traveled to Charleston on Thursday, February 23rd 

and Thursday, March 2nd.  Meetings took place with Senate President Mitch Carmichael, House Speaker 

Tim Armstead, Senate Education Chair Kenny Mann, Senate Education Vice Chair Robert Karnes, House 

Education Chair Paul Espinosa, House Education Vice Chair Joe Statler, Senate Finance Chair Mike Hall, 

Marion County Delegate Guy Ward, and others.  We also met with Democratic Senators and Delegates.  

However, since they are the minority party, they are very limited in terms of what they can do. 

We continue to depend upon the FSU faculty at large to make phone calls, and/or write letters when 

such action is deemed necessary.   Several members attended PEIA events to protest decreases in 

coverage.  Members continue to attend local legislative events in support of FSU’s interests. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Harry Baxter 

Chair, Legislative Advocacy Committee 


