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OVERVIEW OF THE PROGRAM:  

Architecture consists of an examination of the processes of design, systems of 
construction, relationships to environmental, social, historical and geographical 
context, and an understanding of behaviorism and symbolism. The Master of 
Architecture degree program at Fairmont State has a focus on the cultural, 
geographic, and historical conditions that distinguish the character of the 
Appalachian Region, and provides an opportunity to address concerns relevant 
to the revitalization of smaller cities and towns, particularly those within a more 
rural environment. The curriculum further provides opportunities for research 
and project applications in sustainable and green design principles. The program 
advocates an examination of the past, in order to prepare for the present and 
future challenges in architecture. 

The Master of Architecture Program (M. Arch) consists of 42 semester hours of 
graduate architecture courses in addition to a pre-requisite Bachelor of Science 
in Architecture (composed of 126 semester hours at Fairmont State, of which 
58 semester hours are general studies). The M. Arch portion of the program is 
typically completed in three semesters of full-time study.  Additionally, there are 
a choice of five (3) credit hour Business Management courses related to project 
management which may be taken as electives within the M.Arch curriculum. 
 
The combined degree programs offered at Fairmont State (B.S. Arch + M. Arch) 
provide graduates with the educational background necessary to enter the 
professional practice of architecture and its numerous variants. The state of West 
Virginia, as well as many other states, requires a NAAB accredited professional 
degree for licensure as an Architect.  This program is currently working towards 
NAAB accreditation. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES:

The annual median wage for architecture is $73,090.00, and the projected growth 
in this career field is 17% between 2012 and 2022.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT

www.fairmontstate.edu/collegeofscitech
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1201 Locust Avenue, Fairmont, West Virginia 26554
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NOTES:

M.Arch. PROGRAM

MODEL SCHEDULE:

FALL - FIRST YEAR
 ARCH 5500 ARCHITECTURE DESIGN STUDIO - COMMUNITY ........................6
 ARCH 5510 ARCHITECTURE DESIGN SEMINAR 1 
    - SMALL URBAN CONTEXT ........................................................3
 ARCH 5540 PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE ..........................................................3
 ARCH 55XX ARCHITECTURE ELECTIVE ...........................................................3

15
SPRING - FIRST YEAR
 ARCH 5550 COMPREHENSIVE DESIGN STUDIO .............................................6
 ARCH 5560 ARCHITECTURE DESIGN SEMINAR 2 - SUSTAINABLE .................3
 ARCH 6610 ADVANCED STUDY PROPOSAL ...................................................3
 ARCH 55XX ARCHITECTURE ELECTIVE ...........................................................3

15
FALL - SECOND YEAR
 ARCH 6650 ADVANCED ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN STUDIO ...........................6
 ARCH 66XX ARCHITECURE ELECTIVE .............................................................3
 XXXX #### INTERDISCIPLINARY ELECTIVE ....................................................3

12

CORE COURSES Required 30 hrs

 ARCH 5510 ARCHITECTURE DESIGN SEMINAR 1 
   - SMALL URBAN CONTEXT .........................................................3
 ARCH 5500 ARCHITECTURE DESIGN STUDIO - COMMUNITY ........................6
 ARCH 5540 PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE ..........................................................3
 ARCH 5550 COMPREHENSIVE DESIGN STUDIO .............................................3
 ARCH 5560 ARCHITECTURE DESIGN SEMINAR 2 - SUSTAINABLE .................6
 ARCH 6610 ADVANCED STUDY PROPOSAL ...................................................3
 ARCH 6650 ADVANCED ARCHITECTURE DESIGN STUDIO .............................6

ARCHITECTURE ELECTIVE COURSES:
 ARCH 5501 COMMUNITY DESIGN ASSISTANCE CENTER – LEADERSHIP I .....3
 ARCH 5502 COMMUNITY DESIGN ASSISTANCE CENTER – LEADERSHIP I .....3
 ARCH 5580 ARCHITECTURAL PRACTICE PROGRAM I ....................................3
 ARCH 5585 ARCHITECTURE STUDY + TRAVEL ...............................................3
 ARCH 5599 SPECIAL TOPICS IN ARCHITECTURE .........................................1-6
 ARCH 6601 COMMUNITY DESIGN ASSISTANCE CENTER – LEADERSHIP II ....3
 ARCH 6670 ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY/THEORY SEMINAR I ..........................3
 ARCH 6680 ARCHITECTURAL PRACTICE PROGRAM II ...................................3

OTHER APPROVED ELECTIVE COURSES:
 MSBA 5000 MBA ESSENTIALS  .......................................................................3
 MSBA 5110 LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP  ...........................................................3
 MSBA 5120 TACTICAL HUMAN RESOURCES PRACTICES ...............................3
 MSBA 5810 PROJECT MANAGEMENT  ...........................................................3
 MSBA 5820 ADVANCED PROJECT MANAGEMENT  .......................................3

ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS:

Students seeking admission to this graduate program at Fairmont 
State University must meet the standards established by the 
university. Applicants must also be approved for admission by 
the Architecture Program. Admission to Graduate Studies at 
Fairmont State University requires a baccalaureate degree from 
an accredited institution with a minimum 2.75 overall grade 
point average or a 3.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale on the 
student’s last sixty (60) semester hours of baccalaureate degree 
courses.

Official transcripts must be sent directly from the college or 
university that issued the baccalaureate degree to the Office 
of Admissions. In addition to the Graduate School Admissions 
Requirements, admission to the Master of Architecture degree 
program will be partially determined by the applicant’s GRE 
score, portfolio, letters of recommendation, and letter of intent. 
A personal interview will be required as part of the admissions 
process. This interview will be conducted by faculty in the 
Architecture program.

Students seeking admission to the M.Arch program must meet 
the following requirements:

• Completion of a four-year pre-professional degree in 
architecture or equivalent. An equivalent program would 
consist of a program of study similar to a pre-professional 
degree in architecture but not recognized as such by NAAB.  
An equivalent degree should consist of approximately 90-96 
credit hours of architecture content courses and 30-36 credit 
hours of general studies.

• Submit scores from the Graduate Record Exam (GRE). The 
submitted scores must be no more than five years old.

• TOEFL (Test for English as a Foreign Language) must be 
taken by international students in which English is not the 
primary language.  Score not less than 173 via the computer 
assessment or 61 Internet.

• Three letters of reference with a minimum of two from 
undergraduate architecture instructors. The third may be from 
a professional acquaintance.

• A portfolio containing examples of the applicant’s creative/
design work.

• A letter of intent summarizing the student’s purpose in 
pursuing the M.Arch degree.
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