
Proposal for changes to “Minimum Residence Requirements” policy  

Prepared by 24-25 Chair of A&C Committee 

Policy Title: Minimum Residence Requirements 

Advisory Group: Admissions and Credits Committee in consultation with the Offices of the 
Registrar and Associate Provost (met on Sept. 9, 2025) 

Rationale: The existing policy contains 2 outmoded elements. 1 – the minimum credit hour 
requirements for an associate degree are listed as 8 and 16. These are unusual sums given 
that most courses are 3 credit hours. Given the strict and changing policies associated with 
financial aid eligibility, a scenario could arise where a student might have to take 1, 2, or 4 
credit hour courses that are not relevant to their degree; or else pay for the third hour of a 
traditional 3 credit hour course.  2 – the exception clause of the BA/BS requirements targets a 
very specific scenario that was common decades ago, but that is extremely unlikely now 
according to the Registrar and the veteran members of the Admissions and Credits 
Committee. After extensive discussion, the Admissions and Credits Committee concluded 
that removal of the entire clause is the most sensible course of action.  

Status of Recommendation: As an advisory committee to the Office of the Registrar, the 
Admissions and Credits Committee, with a substantial majority vote of support, makes the 
following recommendations for amending the Minimum Residence Requirements policy.  

Proposed Revised Policy (clean): 

For an associate degree, at least one semester’s work (at least 15 credit hours) and at least 
6 of the last 15 hours in residence are required.   
For a BA/BS degree, at least one year’s work in residence is required, and one semester of it 
must be in the senior year. A “year of residence” must represent not less than 30 hours 
credit, and a semester is defined as a minimum of 15 hours credit.  

 

Proposed Revised Policy (marked up): 

https://catalog.fairmontstate.edu/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=5165&hl  

For an associate degree at least one semester’s work (at least 1615 credit hours) and at 
least 86 of the last 1615 hours in residence are required.   
For a BA/BS degree, at least one year’s work in residence is required, and one semester 
of it must be in the senior year. A “year of residence” must represent not less than 30 
hours credit, and a semester is defined as a minimum of 15 hours credit. Exception is 
made in the case of students who have completed three years of required work at 
Fairmont State and who decide to complete the senior year by substituting approved 
credit earned subsequently in a college of medicine or dentistry.  

 

Desired Effective Date: To be included in the 26-27 Catalog 

https://catalog.fairmontstate.edu/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=5165&hl

