Dr. Leland M. George, Professor of English, was named the 2008-2009 recipient of the William A. Boram Award for Teaching Excellence. The Faculty Development Committee selected Dr. Leland M. George as the winner of the 24th annual Boram Award in recognition of his outstanding achievement as demonstrated by his sustained, energetic and successful commitment to teaching. The award is sponsored by the Faculty Senate and given in honor of FSU's many faculty members who have demonstrated unusual dedication and accomplishment in teaching.

In accepting the award on May 8, 2009, Dr. George delivered the following remarks:

Glad as I am to accept it, an award such as this presents a problem. You all know it is customary and, indeed fitting, for the recipient to express gratitude those who helped to make it possible. What you may not know is how difficult it is to do so fairly. In this case, for example, I must thank Dr J Robert Baker, Chair of Language and Literature, for nominating me and backing up his nomination with a glowing recommendation; and Dr Mary Angela Schwer for endorsing the nomination with a generous recommendation of her own. But, in fairness, I can’t stop here, for thanks are also due to Dr Nancy McClure and the Faculty Development Committee, who work very hard, not only in deciding whether and to whom to grant the award, but also on many other matters. 

The same fairness also requires mention of our Associate Provost Dr Chris Lavorata, not only for the unstinting support evidenced in her kind remarks, but also for her hard work in arranging these festivities. And that brings us to Valerie Woofter and other staff, and then to other administrators—especially our Provost, Dr Maria Rose, and our interim President, Dr Charles McClain, both of whom provide quiet but indispensable support to the mission of the University. But fairness requires me above all to mention all my former and present fellow teachers, for it is in our collaboration that we refine our skills and sustain the morale needed to carry on. 

Here I must mention in particular Dr Jim Matthews, whose editorial help, provided graciously and at the last minute, made these remarks substantially better than they would have been otherwise. You can see how trying to express gratitude comprehensively could easily lead to an extremely time-consuming litany, going back to my family and beyond. But I must be fair to you all as well as to those to whom I owe thanks. So I have to stop somewhere, don’t I?

With this in mind, I’m going to tell you a brief story—one so brief that it might not properly count as a story—and end with the moral of the story as I understand it. When I was in 4th or 5th grade, maybe even younger, my parents noticed that I had a knack for explaining things. As soon as they mentioned it, I recognized that it was true. The way I put it myself was, “If I understand something, I can explain it to anyone.” Of course, anyone entailed a gross overstatement—I didn’t realize how much patience was involved—though it took me a while to realize that. Nevertheless, I soon found myself tutoring my classmates, and in short order I knew I was meant to be a teacher. 

It took much longer for me to appreciate fully that I could take no credit for my knack for explaining things—it was a gift, as was the pleasure I found in exercising it. The support of my family, teachers, and others was also a gift. Incredible educational opportunities, teaching positions, chance conversations, healing experiences—in short, everything that has helped me become the teacher I am, has been a gift. Of course I’ve had to work at it, but even for that, the ability and motivation didn’t come from me. 

I entertain the conviction that such gifts, in such numbers, appearing with such serendipitous timing, must come through their human givers from elsewhere—from a Power beyond all human givers. Likewise, what good my students take from my efforts they receive through me, from the Giver of all good things; and they must have received other gifts through other channels, in order for their efforts to combine with mine in a beneficial way. 

Accordingly I remind you all: look to your own gifts with diligence, humility, and gratitude, that you may cultivate them more fully, thus enriching yourselves and those around you in this vale of tears with such measures of true joy as may here be granted us human creatures. 

And now, I thank you all for the gift of your attention and your forebearance.

