
 

  

 

 

 

Techniques used to investigate  

the mock crime scene 
Student Investigators were expected to apply information 

that they experienced early in the semester including: 

•Blood analysis (blood spatter and blood typing) 

•ID of sex, ancestry and stature using skeletal remains 

•Microbiology analysis of water samples 

•Estimation of postmortem interval (PMI) using 

analysis of larval insects (maggots) 

•Fingerprint analysis 

 

 

Forensic Science at Fairmont State   

New Forensic Biology course – Fall 2014 

One of the first activities of the semester involved a 

simulated autopsy, where students measured the size and 

mass of various internal organs.  Students were also 

expected to describe the leading causes of death in regards 

to a particular organ in a Powerpoint presentation. 

An example of iodine fuming to detect latent prints 

Paul Hartel, MD, Medical Director of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine at Davis 

Medical Center, came to class in his normal attire and discussed Forensic Pathology.  

Student investigators Marley Snider and Megan 

Collins dust and collect latent fingerprints.  

Two of the different fake blood samples that were tested 

using blood spatter analysis 
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Jenn Clymer, Holly Moore and Megan 

Collins investigate Samhey Wolfe’s 

bedroom during the mock crime scene 
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Marley Snider, Kayla Coleman 

and Jackie Turner investigate 

Johnhey Wolfe’s bedroom during 

the mock crime scene 

Sam Pyles, Haley DeBerry and 

Khrysten Stolins investigate the 

living room where Jenhey Wolfe’s 

body was found during the mock 

crime scene 

Results of dusting for latent fingerprints using magnetic powder 

John Carson, DDS, Chief Dental Examiner for WV, discussed Forensic 

Odotology and bitemark analysis in class and also discussed forensic 

dentistry in mass fatalities during a noontime lecture.  

Students conducting a blood spatter analysis activity in class. 

Students analyzed gender, ancestry, and stature of skeletal remains through taking measurements with an 

osteometric board (left picture) or digital calipers (right picture) 

Students investigated several different stages of fly 

development to help determine postmortem interval (PMI) 

Students compared water samples using bacterial community 

structure through the use of Ecolog plates like this one above 


